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1938 TUBE STOCK NORTHERN LINE FAREWELL TOXm E.D. Chambers 
and B r i a n Hardy 

As a l l o f t h e 1938 Tube S t o c k has s i n c e b e en w i t h d r a w n from t h e 
N o r t h e r n L i n e ( t h e l a s t one i n normal p a s s e n g e r s e r v i c e r a n on 
F r i d a y l ^ t h A p r i l 1 9 7 3 ) , and s i r . c e t r a n s f e r r e d t o Neasden f o r 
d i s p o s a l , t h e I.rain f a r t h e farr.^foll t o u r had t o be borrowed from 
the B a k o r l G o L^77e, The t r a i n c o w p r i P e d c a r s 1 0 2 0 5-012292 - 1 1 2 0 5 x 
1 0 1 8 6 - 0 1 2 2 7 0 - 1 2 0 2 8 - 1 1106 b o t h o v e r h a u l e d ^ / 7 8 i n bus r e d l i v e r y , 
and b o t h o u t e r ends had S t o r n o R a d i o a e r i a l s . The t r a i n was t r a n s f e r r e d 
from Neasden on F r i d a y e v e n i n g 2nd J u n e . As t h e t o u r on Sunday was 
t o i n c l u d e t h e K e n n i n g t o n l o o p , t h e r e f o r e making t h e t r a i n 'wrong 
way round' i t was t u r n e d 'wrong way' on F r i d a y e v e n i n g , so a s i t 
r e t u r n e d ' r i g h t way round' on c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e t o u r . Thus on F r i d a y 
e v e n i n g , tho t r a n s f e r took p l a c e from Neasden v i a Baker S t r e e t , 
A l d g a t e , Einbar-kment, E a r l s C o u r t ( D i s t r i c t ) , A c t o n Town ( r e v e r s e i n 
we s t s i d i n g ) , K i n g s C r o s s ( r e v e r s e i n eas t b o u n d p l a t f o r m t o l o o p ) , 
and t h e n d i r e c t t o G o l d e r s G r e e n depot. 

On Sunday ^ t h June, t h e t r a i n d e p a r t e d from G o l d e r s G r e e n depot 
t o p l a t f o r m 1 , where t h e f u l l y booked t r a i n p i c k e d up i t s e n t h u s i a s t s , 
The s e t nnmber o f t h e t r a i n was t i m e t a b l e d t o be ^136, but 1̂33 was 
m y s t e r i o u s l y c a r r i e d a t one end p a r t o f t h e way. Two s p e c i a l l y 
p r e p a r e d d e s t i n a t i o n b o a r d s (one f o r e a c h end) were d e s i g n e d a s has 
beon f a m i l i a r to t h e 1953 tube s t o c k on t h e N o r t h e r n L i n e f o r many 
y e a r s . E a c h o n o - p i e c e headboard (hand p a i n t e d a t E a l i n g Common) 
was d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e s e c t i o n s , r e a d i n g ( t o p t o bottom) b l a c k on 
w h i t e 'NORTHERN L I N E ' , w h i t e on b l a c k 'FAREV/ELL TOUR' and b l a c k on 
y e l l o w ' 1 9 5 8 TUBE STOCK' t o r e a d : - NORTHERN LINE 

FAREWELL TOUR 
1938 TUBE STOCK 

Th e s e headboards were l a t e r a u c t i o n e d a t F i n s b u r y P a r k a t t h e end o f 
t h e t o u r . 

The w e a t h e r was k i n d a t f i r s t , b e i n g hot and sunny. E a c h c a r was 
v i s i t e d i n t u r n by t h e Area Manager accompanying t h e t r a i n who gave 
a b r i e f i n t r o d u c t o r y c h a t . D e p a r t u r e from G o l d e r s Green was a t 1 0 . 0 3 
f o r t h e s h o r t j o u r n e y t o Edgware p l a t f o r m 1 f o r a p h o t o g r a p h i c s t o p . 
From t h e r e , t h e t r a i n t r a v e l l e d t o Morden v i a Bank, t h e l o n g e r of 
t h e tvro r o u t e s . From Mordon, a s p e c i a l t r i p was made i n t o t h e depot 
( N o , l 8 r o a d ) and back, t h e p o i n t s on r o u t e b e i n g s e c u r e d f o r s a f e t y 
r e a s o n s . A f t e r a d e l a y e d d e p a r t u r e from t h e depot, and t h e n t h e 
s t a t i o n , t h e t r a i n l e f t about 20 m i n u t e s l a t e f o r High B a r n e t a g a i n 
v i a Bank. The t r a i n was o n l y about 10 m i n u t e s l a t e p a s s i n g K e n n i n g t o n, 
but was s l i g h t l y d e l a y e d a g a i n by a p o i n t s f a i l u r e a t K i n g s C r o s s 
and E u s t o n . 

Once out i n t o t h e open a t E a s t F i n c h l e y , t h e w e a t h e r was not so 
good, a s a storm was b r e w i n g . On a r r i v a l a t High B a r n e t No.l p l a t f o r m 
a t 1 3 . 2 8 , some 12 m i n u t e s b e h i n d s c h e d u l e , a n e a r overhead t h u n d e r 
storm was i n f u l l s w i ng, w i t h t o r r e n t i a l r a i n f l o o d i n g some s t a t i o n 
o f f i c e s . An L.T, s t a l l s e l l i n g o n l y c o l o u r photographs o f L.T. b u s e s 
and t r a i n s was s e t up on p l a t f o r m 1 , 
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On d e p a r t u r e from High B a r n e t a t 1 3 . 5 1> t h e r a i n had s u b s i d e d , 
but i t was s t i l l s t o r m i n g i n t h e a r e a . The t r a i n p r e c e d e d t o E a s t 
F i n c h l e y , t h e n c e p a s t H ighgate depot t o P a r k J u n c t i o n and down t o 
th e now d i s u s e d L.N.E.R, t u n n e l mouths, where t h e southbound • 
e l e c t r i f i e d l i n e ends w i t h a t r a i n s t o p and a f i x e d r e d l i g h t ( i n 
th e form o f an o r d i n a r y s i g n a l now m a i n t a i n e d a t d a n g e r ) . At t h i s 
p o i n t , t h e t u n n e l mouths have a w i r e f e n c e a c r o s s e a c h p o r t a l ( t h e 
up l i n e p o r t a l b e i n g t h e o r i g i n a l h o r s e s h o e shape, and t h e down 
l i n e p o r t a l b e i n g c y l i n d r i c a l , r e b u i l t a f t e r war damage). B e f o r e t h e 
t r a i n c o u l d p r e c e d e back t o E a s t F i n c h l e y f o r a n o t h e r p h o t o g r a p h i c 
s t o p , t h e p o i n t s a t P a r k J u n c t i o n had t o be s e c u r e d . 

A f t e r l e a v i n g E a s t F i n c h l e y , t h e t o u r c o n t i n u e d but was u s e d by 
ordi>?L^ry p£.~,ier!sers f r o n F i n c h l e y C e n t r a l t o M i l l H i l l E a s t and back. 
The t r a i n v o r k i n g t h a t i t r e p l a c e d r e v e r s e d i n t h e s i d i n g a t F i n c h l e y 
C e n t r a l a s o n l y one t r a i n a t a time i s p e r m i t t e d on t h e s i n g l e l i n e 
t o M i l l H i l l , L e a v i n g F i n c h l e y C e n t r a l southbound a t l 4 . 5 2 , t h e t r a i n 
c o n t i n u e d t o K e n n i n g t o n v i a Embankment and t h e n round t h e K e n n i n g t o n 
lo o p ( w h i c h made t h e t r a i n t h e ' r i g h t way round') and t h e n back t o 
G o l d e r s G r e e n a r r i v i n g a t 1 5 . 5 5 -

The f i n a l s t r e t c h of N o r t h e r n L i n e w o r k i n g was from G o l d e r s G r e e n 
a t 1 6 . 1 1 , t o E u s t o n C i t y , and t h e n c e v i a t h e E u s t o n and K i n g s C r o s s 
l o o p s t o t h e P i c c a d i l l y L i n e and t h e n C o c k f o s t e r s . From t h e r e , t h e 
l a s t p a r t of t h e t o u r was t o F i n s b u r y P a r k westbound p l a t f o r m 
a r r i v i n g a t 1 7 . 2 6 where the t o u r o f f i c i a l l y f i n i s h e d . Some however 
c o n t i n u e d on t o R a y n e r s Lane where t h e t r a i n r e v e r s e d i n t h e westbound 
p l a t f o r m b e f o r e p r o c e e d i n g t o Neasden depot f o r B a k e r l o o s e r v i c e n e x t 
day. 

Many aboard t h e t r a i n spoke h i g h l y o f t h e t o u r , and c r e d i t must 
be g i v e n t o t h e o r g a n i s e r s and o p e r a t o r s , e n s u r i n g a smooth c a r r y i n g 
out o f t h e programme, d e s p i t e some h i t c h e s . A p p r e c i a t i o n must a l s o be 
shown t o London T r a n s p o r t , who a l l o w e d t h e t o u r t o t a k e p l a c e , 
e s p e c i a l l y on some n o r m a l l y 'unseen' p a r t s o f t h e N o r t h e r n L i n e . 

A r i s i n g from t h e t o u r , p o i n t s o f i n t e r e s t on t h e B a r n e t b r a n c h 
were P a r k J u n c t i o n s i g n a l box, now t h e o n l y s i g n a l box l e f t on t h e 
N o r t h e r n L i n e ( e x c e p t f o r T o t t e r i d g e ground f r a m e ) , a l l o t h e r s e m i 
a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l l e d a r e a s b e i n g c o n t r o l l e d from Cobourg S t r e e t 
R e g u l a t i n g Room a t E u s t o n . At P a r k J u n c t i o n , c o u l d be s e e n where t h e 
b r a n c h t o A l e x a n d r a P a l a c e d i v e r g e d , a l t h o u g h v e r y much overgrown w i t h 
t r e e s and weeds. The j u n c t i o n home s i g n a l a t P a r k J u n c t i o n (on t h e 
down l i n e from Highgate t u n n e l s ) was s t i l l i n p o s i t i o n d i s p l a y i n g a 
r e d a s p e c t , a l t h o u g h o f f i c i a l l y d i s u s e d . I t was a l s o noted t h a t t h e 
j u n c t i o n r o u t e i n d i c a t o r above t h e s i g n a l ( f o r t h e A l e x a n d r a P a l a c e 
b r a n c h ) had been removed. 

The r e v e r s i n g s i d i n g a t E a s t F i n c h l e y a t f i r s t g l a n c e a p p e a r s t o 
have no u s e o t h e r t h a n t o send t r a i n s back t o Highgate depot from 
where t h e y had j u s t come from. I t was o r i g i n a l l y p r o v i d e d however t o 
r e v e r s e t r a i n s i n t h e o f f peak from Moorgate v i a F i n s b u r y P a r k and 
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Highgate H i g h L e v e l , but has n e v e r been u s e d a s s u c h , a s t h e 
p r o p o s a l s f o r s u c h a s e i r v i c e ( w e l l documented e l s e w h e r e ) have l o n g 
s i n c e been abandoned. 

A c l o s e r l o o k however ( s e e dia g r a m below) r e v e a l s t h a t i t i s of 
more u s e t h a n i t f i r s t a p p e a r s . 

NP 13 Q , NB SB| 
Key t o Diagram:-

<1 S e m i - a u t o m a t i c 
t w o - a s p e c t s i g n a l 

Shunt s i g n a l 

\2 v;̂  Shunt s i g n a l w i t h 
r o u t e i n d i c a t o r 

NP 22 

NP ik 

FRL F i x e d Red L i g h t 

F o r s i m p l i c i t y , r e p e a t e r 
s i g n a l s and p o i n t numbers 
a r e o m i t t e d . 

I t i s p o s s i b l e f o r a 
t r a i n i n p l a t f o r m 3 t o be 
r e v e r s e d back i n t o t h e 
s i d i n g , leather t h a n go t o 
H i g h g a t e depot, u s i n g 
s h u n t s i g n a l N? 3'i. 

Two r o u t e s e x i s t on 
NP 3 1 from t h e s i d i n g . 
Route 1 a l l o w s movement 
t o No.3 p l a t f o r m and 
s u b s e q u e n t l y t o Hi g h g a t e 
depot, w h i l s t r o u t e 2 
t a k e s a t r a i n i n t o 
p l a t f o r m 2 a t t h e end 
of w h i c h i s a f i x e d r e d 
l i g h t . H a v ing r e v e r s e d i n 
p l a t f o r m 2 , the t r a i n c a n 
now p r o c e e d northbound. 

I t c a n be s e e n t h e r e f o r e 
t h a t t h e s i d i n g c a n be u s e d 
t o r e v e r s e n o r t h t o s o u t h , 
o r u s e d t o s t a b l e a t r a i n 
n e e d i n g t o go out o f s e r v i c e 
southbound, or i n t o s e r v i c e 
northbound. 
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s t i l l i n p o s i t i o n on t h e B a r n e t b r a n c h a r e t h e L.N.E.R. 
m i l e p o s t s w h i c h r e a d from K i n g s C r o s s v i a t h e now non e x i s t a n t 
l i n e v i a F i n s b x i r y P a r k and S t r o u d Green. T h r e e d i s u s e d L.N.E.R. 
s i g n a l boxes s t i l l s t a n d ; a t E a s t F i n c h l e y , Woodside P a r k and 
High B a r n e t . I n a d d i t i o n , now d i s u s e d L.T. s i g n a l boxes o f modern 
d e s i g n a r e a t E a s t F i n c h l e y , F i n c h l e y C e n t r a l and High B a r n e t , 
w h i c h a r e now u s e d a s I n t e r l o c k i n g Machine Rooms. 

PICCADILLY L I N E EXTENSION URGED 

C o i n c i d e n t a l t o t h e note i n UN 19^ r e g a r d i n g a f u r t h e r e x t e n s i o n 
o f t h e P i c c a d i l l y L i n e beyond Heathrow C e n t r a l , Mr. R a l p h B e n n e t t 
t h e C h a i r m a n of London T r a n s p o r t has s t a t e d t h a t i f a f o u r t h 
a i r t e r m i n a l i s b u i l t , t h e r e would be a s t r o n g c a s e f o r e x t e n d i n g 
t h e P i c c a d i l l y L i n e from i t s p r e s e n t t e r m i n u s t o s e r v e i t . The 
l i n e would c o n t i n u e on from i t s p r e s e n t t e r m i n u s i n the shape o f 
a l e t t e r ' C and would be, i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e a r e a : - ( n o t t o s c a l e ) 

B a t h Road (A'i) 

At p r e s e n t a P u b l i c I n q u i r y i s b e i n g h e l d i n t o t h e p r o p o s a l 
o f T e r m i n a l 4, -ir.d Lor.don T r a n s p o r t a r e t o s u g g e s t t h a t i f i t i s 
approved, t h e P i c c a d i l l y L i n e s h o u l d be extended t o s e r v e i t . 
Di.-;cvj.^?:i or.s on t h e proposed p r o j e c t have a l s o begun w i t h the 
L r i t . \ . j h A i r p o i - t 3 A u t h o r i t y . 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OPPOSITE 
Top: 1958 Tube S t o c k 7 - c a r t r a i n a t Amersham on b r a k i n g t e s t s on 

3 0 t h March 1 9 7 8 . The u n i t n e a r e s t t h e camera ( I O I 3 6 ) was 
p r e v i o u s l y on t h e E a s t London L i n e - the ' C a u t i o n ' s t i c k e r s 
c a n s t i l l be s e e n i n p l a c e a t t h e top o f the door windows. 

M i d d l e : C69 s t o c k t r a i n i n s e r v i c e on t h e D i s t r i c t L i n e Edgware Road 
to Wimbledon s e c t i o n , a t Wimbledon P a r k . 

Bottom: The l a s t day o f o p e r a t i o n o f I938 Tube S t o c k on t h e N o r t h e r n 
L i n e on F r i d a y l 4 t h A p r i l 1 9 7 8 . The t r a i n ( w i t h DM 11203 
l e a d i n g ) i s s e e n a r r i v i n g a t F i n c h l e y C e n t r a l a t 1 1 . 0 2 , w o r k i n g 
t h e 1 1 . 0 0 M i l l H i l l E a s t t o Morden. A f u l l a c c o u n t o f t h e day's 
w o r k i n g c a n ba found i n UN 1 9 3 . 

ROLLING STOCK ALTERATIONS 
MAY 1978 

1938 Tube S t o c k 
From G o l d e r s Green t o Neasden 
1 0 2 0 3 - 0 1 2 2 0 3 - 1 1 2 0 3 + 1 0 1 8 2 - 0 1 2 2 7 5 - 1 2 1 2 7 - 1 1 1 8 2 2 5 t h 

From Neasden t o R u i s l i p (condemned) 
10300 11252 0 1 2 3 2 5 012400 12132 12141 1 5 t h 

From R u i s l i p t o B i r d s (Long M arston) f o r s c r a p 
10300 11252 0 1 2 3 2 5 0 1 2 4 0 0 12132 12141 2 5 t h 

U n i t s r e f o r m e d a t Neasden 
1 0 1 8 8 - 0 1 2 2 6 8 - 1 2 0 1 5 - 1 1 2 3 5 * 1 9 t h 

Note * r e p l a c e s I I I 8 8 ( c o l l i s i o n damage - s e e N F I 9 9 6 ) 
t o be E.H.O'd and renumbered I I I 8 8 . 

1967 Tube S t o c k 
From H a i n a u l t t o Northumberland P a r k 
3 0 6 7 - 4 0 6 7 - 4 1 6 7 - 3 1 6 7 1 7 t h 

From Northumberland P a r k to H a i n a u l t 
3 o 6 o - 4 o 6 o - 4 i 6 o - 3 i 6 o 1 7 t h 

1973 Miv.II Tube S t o c k 
From G o l d e r s Green t o Neasden 
3 2 4 o - 4 2 4 o - 4 3 4 o - 3 3 4 o + 5 4 4 8 - 4 5 4 0 - 3 5 4 8 1 9 t h 

From Neasden t o G o l d e r s G r e e n (and s u b s e q u e n t l y Morden) 
3 2 4 3 - 4 2 4 3 - 4 3 4 5 - 3 3 4 3 + 3 4 3 4 - 4 5 3 4 - 3 5 3 4 23rd ( e x . D e s i g n D i v i s i o n ) . 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OPPOSITE 
Top: 1960 Tube S t o c k 3 - c a r u n i t ( w i t h c o n v e r t e d I938 s t o c k t r a i l e r ) 

i n s t o r e a t White C i t y depot. 
M i d d l e : On a t l e a s t one o c c a s s i o n , t h e crew t r a i n i n g t r a i n on t h e 

B a k e r l o o L i n e between Queens P a r k and Watfo r d J u n c t i o n / C r o x l e y 
G reen depot was worked by 1972 M k . I I Tube S t o c k . The t r a i n i s 
s e e n l e a v i n g Watford High S t r e e t f o r Queens P a r k . The s i n g l e 
l i n e t o C r o x l e y G r e e n and t h e depot c a n j u s t be s e e n i n the 
background. 

Bottom: 1972 M k . I I Tube S t o c k t r a i n l e a v i n g Watford J u n c t i o n f o r 
C r o x l e y G r e e n depot a f t e r an e v e n i n g peak w o r k i n g from E l e p h a n t 
& C a s t l e , The photograph shows t h e now unique t y p e of 
s i g n a l l i n g on t h i s B.R. owned l i n e , ( s e e UN 195) • 

A l l photographs ( b o t h p a g e s ) : B r i a n Hardy. 

R o l l i n g S t o c k A l t e r a t i o n s ( c o n t i n u e d ) 

1973 Tube S t o c k 
From R u i s l i p t o N o r t h f i e l d s 
240-640-440+886-686-887 26th 

C77 S t o c k 
From Metro-Cammell t o R u i s l i p 
5728-6728+6729-5729 9th 
From R u i s l i p t o Hammersmith 
5712-6712+6717-5717+6718-5718 23rd 
5702-6702+6703-5703+6704-5704 31st 
E n t e r e d S e r v i c e Hanimersmith & C i t y and C i r c l e L i n e 
5724-6724+6725-5725+6726-5726 2nd 
5712-6712+6718-5718 26th 
5717-6717 27th 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s Movements 
208-608-408 N o r t h f i e l d s t o A c t o n ( c o l l i s i o n ) 9th 
5190-6190-6191-5191 A c t o n t o Neasden ( e x . r o o f damage) 11th 
Ll 4 8 - 3 9 0 6 - 3 9 0 7 - L l 4 9 White C i t y t o A c t o n 26th 

New B a l l a s t Motor C a r s 
L I 5 2 and L I 5 3 ( e x . 1938 Tube S t o c k DMs 10266 and 11266 r e s p e c t i v e l y ) 
R e p a i n t e d S e r v i c e Loco, ( r e d t o maroon) 
L I 3 A and L I 3 B 

B a l l a s t Motor C a r Scr a p p e d 
L65 c u t up a t West R u i s l i p . 
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U n i t s t o A c t o n f o r O v e r h a u l 
D i s t r i c t 
C e n t r a l 
D i s t r i c t 
B a k e r l o o 
V i c t o r i a 
B a k e r l o o 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
B a k e r l o o 
D i s t r i c t 
C e n t r a l 
V i c t o r i a 
C e n t r a l 
D i s t r i c t 
C e n t r a l 

53249-013272-54256 3rd 
1424-2424-9425-1425 3rd 
21102-23302-23402 8th 
10197-012287-11197 8th 
3062-4062-4162-3162 9th 
10242-012369-12116-11242 
5112-6112-6113-5113 11th 
10299-012240-11299 17th 
53057-013187-54257 18th 
i402-2402-9403-l403 18th 
3010-4010-4110-3110 24th 
1748-2748-9749-1749 25th 
22640-23534+22671-23565 3 1 s t 
l404-2404-9405-l405 3 l s t 

10th 

( f o r E.H.O.) 

U n i t s from A c t o n a f t e r O v e r h a u l 
D i s t r i c t 
C e n t r a l 
D i s t r i c t 
V i c t o r i a 
N o r t h e r n 
B a k e r l o o 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
D i s t r i c t 
C e n t r a l 
V i c t o r i a 
C e n t r a l 
D i s t r i c t 
C e n t r a l 

53046-013121-54246 3rd 
l400-2400-9401-l401 5th 
21109-23317-23411 8th 
3o42-4o42-4l42-3l42 9th 
1090-2090-1091 10th 
10186-012270-12028-11186 
5204-6204-6205-5205 11th 
53004-013077-54004 18th 
1746-2746-9747-1747 22nd 
304o-4o4o-4l4o-3l4o 24th 
1712-2712-9713-1713 25th 
22633-23536 31st 
1744-2744-9745-1745 31st 

10th 

NEWSFLASHES 
NF 2020 From T u e s d a y l 4 t h June 1978, f i v e C s t o c k t r a i n s a r e 

s c h e d u l e d t o work on the D i s t r i c t L i n e a t peak p e r i o d s . 

NF 2021 A p p r o v a l i s b e i n g sought by London T r a n s p o r t f o r the 
e q u i p p i n g of the N o r t h e r n L i n e and i t s r o l l i n g s t o c k w i t h 
r a d i o communication between t r a i n d r i v e r s and the c o n t r o l 
o f f i c e , o f t he t y p e t h a t i s now b e i n g f i t t e d t o the 
B a k e r l o o L i n e , However, t h e J u b i l e e L i n e i s n e x t to be 
f i t t e d , f o l l o w e d by t he Hammersmith & C i t y and C i r c l e L i n e s , 
The N o r t h e r n L i n e would be n e x t i f t h e scheme i s approved, 

NF 2022 F u r t h e r t o NF 2016 r e g a r d i n g t h e e x h i b i t i o n on t h e up 
e s c a l a t o r a t G r e e n P a r k V i c t o r i a L i n e , commencing Monday 
12th June, i t was o b s e r v e d t h a t t h r e e o f t he d i s p l a y f r a m e s 
were b l a n k . I t i s not known y e t whether t h e y were s t o l e n 
or removed d e l i b e r a t e l y . They have s u b s e q u e n t l y been 
r e p l a c e d . 
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