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MUSEUM IN THE MARKET 

On 2 8 t h March I 9 8 0 t h e London T r a n s p o r t Museum was f o r m a l l y opened by Her 

R o y a l H i g h n e s s P r i n c e s s Anne. On t h e f o l l o w i n g day t h e museum f i r s t opened 

i t s d o o r s t o t h e p u b l i c and London saw t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e f i r s t Museum w h i c h 

i s d e v o t e d e n t i r e l y t o t h e h i s t o r y o f t r a n s p o r t d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e c a p i t a l . 

The o p e n i n g ceremony mariced t h e c u l m i n a t i o n o f o v e r two y e a r s h a r d work by 

Mr, P e t e r S t e p h e n s and h i s s t a f f . T h i s work has i n v o l v e d t h e f i n d i n g o f a 

s u i t a b l e s i t e f o r t h e museum, t r a n s f e r r i n g o f e x h i b i t s from t h e i r v a r i o u s 

p r e v i o u s l o c a t i o n s , f i n a n c i n g t h e p r o j e c t , p r e p a r i n g t h e b u i l d i n g i n w h i c h 

t h e museum was t o be housed and t h o u s a n d s o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e t a s k s a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h t h e p r o j e c t . As a r e s u l t o f a l l t h i s w o r k , London now has a new museum 

i n a c e n t r a l p o s i t i o n , w h i c h s h o u l d i n c r e a s e i t s c h a n c e s o f b e i n g a p o t e n t i a l 

t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n , and w h i c h w i l l p r o v i d e t h e p u b l i c w i t h a r e c o r d o f t h e i r 

c a p i t a l ' s t r a n s p o r t s y s t e m h i s t o r y u n p a r a l l e l e d i n t h e w o r l d . 

The t i t l e "Museum i n t h e M a r k e t " has been c o i n e d b e c a u s e o f t h e l o c a t i o n o f 

t h e b u i l d i n g i n t h e fo r m e r F l o w e r M a rket a t C o v e n t G a r d e n . The museum 

p r o j e c t i s p a r t o f a scheme t o r e v i t a l i s e a p a r t o f London whose c h a r a c t e r 

has changed s i n c e t h e removal o f t h e f o r m e r V e g e t a b l e and F l o w e r M a r k e t s o f 

C o v e n t Garden t o t l i e i r new s i t e a t N i n e E l m s , S u p p o r t from l o c a l r e s i d e n t s 

and o t h e r a s s o c i a t i o n s has h e l p e d t h e p r o j e c t a s i t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e 

museum's l o c a t i o n w i l l h e l p t h e a r e a t o a t t r a c t s m a l l b u i s n e s s e s and s e r v i c e s 

t o t h e a r e a and b u i l d a new community. 

One o f t h e main c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n t h e s e t t i n g up o f t h e new museum has been 

t h e w i s h t h a t i t s h o u l d n o t m e r e l y be a d i s p l a y o f h i s t o r i c v e h i c l e s and 

r a i l w a y c a r s , b u t t h a t i t s h o u l d be a museum i n t h e f u l l e s t s e n s e o f t h e 

w o r d . T h i s means t h a t t h i s s h o u l d be a b l e t o p r e s e n t t o t h e v i s i t o r t h e 

s t o r y o f t r a n s p o r t d e v e l o p m e n t i n London i n a l l a r e a s . The d i s p l a y s have 

been c a r e f u l l y c h o s e n t o t h i s e n d , and t h e e x h i b i t s a r e a r r a n g e d s o t h a t i f 

a p a r t i c u l a r r o u t e i s f o l l o w e d a r o und t h e museum t h e s t o r y o f London's 

t r a n s p o r t i s s e e n i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l o r d e r . A b e a u t i f u l l y p roduced museum 

g u i d e i s a v a i l a b l e w h i c h shows a s u g g e s t e d r o u t e t o e n a b l e t h i s t o be d o n e . 

FEONT COVEE: General view of some of the r a i l e x h i b i t s i n the new museum 
shov/ing Met. E l y . 'Ashbury ' coach No. kOO ( l e f t ) , B r i l l Branch l o c o , 
( f o r e g r o u n d ) , Q23 c a r No. k2h8 ( r i g h t ) and 1958 Tube Stock cab and 
frame-mounted P . C M . u n i t (extreme r i g h t ) . The p i c t u r e a l s o shows 
the v a u l t e d g l a s s roof and c a s t i r o n work of the Flower M a r k e t , ( L T E ) 

TOP L E F T : The Met,, E l y . m i l k van i n use as breakdown v e h i c l e 700. ( H . L u f f ) 

TOP SIGHT: The B r i l l Branch Loco, newly r e s t o r e d a t Neasden 1 9 . 1 . 5 7 . ( L U E S ) 

UPPEE L E F T : C&SLE loco J>G and 'padded c e l l ' c a r i n s t o r e a t L i l l i e Bridge 
before VJorld Vvar 2 , Loco. 36 was d i s p l a y e d a t Moorgate but damaged by 
enemy a c t i o n and f i n a l l y scrapped, ( L e n ' s of Sutton) 

UPPEE EIGHT: The decorat ive ironwork above the entrance to High S t r e e t 
Kensington S t a t i o n i n May 1972. T h i s and i t s supports are now i n the 
museum between the main b u i l d i n g and the covered way. (Photo taken 
from i n s i d e and p r i n t e d back to f r o n t ) ( B . J . Greenaway) 

MIDDLE EIGHT: E x t e r i o r view of High S t r e e t K e n . i r o n w o r k . ( E . J . G r e e n a w a y ) 

LOVffiE L E F T : L . ^ 5 undergoing r e s t o r a t i o n a t Neasden 13#8.60, p r i o r to i t s 
reappearance as Metropol i tan E a i l w a y No. 2 5 . ( H , C l a r k e / L . U . E . S . ) 

LOkTSE EIGHT: 'Ashbury ' coach ^00 s t i l l i n L . T . l i v e r y and numbered 519 at 
Wimbledon w i t h B . E . l o c o . 53 007 on 2 2 . 7 . 7 6 when i t re turned to L . T . 
from B r i g h t o n . Immediately a f t e r w i t h d r a w a l , 5*19 was s t o r e d w i t h 
other r e l i c s a t Clay Cross i n D e r b y s h i r e , but was subsequently t r a n s ­
f e r r e d to the former Pullman works a t Preston P a r k , B r i g h t o n . ( E . J . G . ) 

BOTTOM L E F T : ' M e t . ' e l e c t r i c l o c o . No, 5 "John Hampden" w i t h a t r a i n of 
steam stock a t Neasden on 1 3 . 5 . 6 1 , ( H . C l a r k e / L . U . E . S . C o l l e c t i o n ) 

BOTTOM EIGHT: Q25 ^248 a t E a l i n g Broadway on 2 2 . 2 . 7 2 being t r a n s f e r r e d 
between 2 p a i r s of Q38 p i l o t motor c a r s from E a l i n g Common to E u i s l i p 
f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n . ( E . J . Greenaway) 



The F l o w e r Market 

The h i s t o r y o f t h e C o v e n t Garden M a r k e t goes b a c k t o t h e m i d d l e a g e s . 

D u r i n g t h a t e r a t h e a r e a was known a s t h e C o n v e n t Garden a s i t was owned by 

t h e A b b o t s o f W e s t m i n s t e r and i t was h e r e t h a t t h e y s o l d t h e i r p r o d u c e t o 

t h e c i t i z e n s o f London, E v e n t u a l l y t h e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e s i t e p a s s e d t o t h e 

E a r l o f B e d f o r d and t h e a r e a became e s t a b l i s h e d a s a p r o p e r m a r k e t w i t h 

b u i l d i n g d e v e l o p m e n t . The r i g h t t o h o l d a m a r k e t i n t h e a r e a , and t o c h a r g e 

t o l l s , was c o n t a i n e d i n a c h a r t e r g r a n t e d by C h a r l e s I I i n 1670 t o W i l l i a m , 

E a r l o f B e d f o r d . By t h e e a r l y 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e d i s p l a y 

and s a l e o f p r o d u c e had become extrtismely u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . London's p o p u l a t i o n 

was i n c r e a s i n g r a p i d l y , and by t h e l 8 2 0 ' s t h e need f o r improvements t o t h e 

o v e r l o a d e d and i n s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s became s o p r e s s i n g t h a t t h e p r o p r i e t o r 

o f t h e M a r k e t , t h e Duke o f B e d f o r d , p r o c u r e d an A c t o f P a r l i a m e n t c o n f i r m i n g 

t h e C h a r t e r and g r a n t i n g t h e r i g h t t o r e b u i l d t h e M a r k e t . S e v e r a l p r o p o s a l s 

w e r e put f o r w a r d , but t h e p l a n s drawn up by C h a r l e s F o w l e r i n l 8 2 7 won s u c h 

g e n e r a l a p p r o v a l t h a t t h e Duke o f B e d f o r d a p p o n i t e d him a r c h i t e c t f o r t h e 

s c h eme. 

A f u r t h e r scheme f o r r e b u i l d i n g was begun i n I 8 7 I , and t h i s scheme i n c l u d e d 

a new b u i l d i n g f o r t h e F l o w e r M a r k e t . A new b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d on t h e s i t e 

o f t h e o l d one t o t h e d e s i g n s o f one W i l l i a m R o g e r s , who was an a r c h i t e c t i n 

t h e employ o f t h e c o n t r a c t o r s f o r t h e w o r k , W i l l i a m C u b i t t & C o . The c o s t 

o f t h e b u i l d i n g was £ 1 7 7 1 0 . 

As b u i l t , t h e F l o w e r M a rket i s an e x t e n s i v e s t r u c t u r e o f c a s t i r o n a r c a d e s 

w i t h g l a z e d c l e r e s t o r i e s s u p p o r t i n g s l a t e d r o o f s and s k y l i g h t s , p l a n n e d i n 

t h e form o f two w i d e and t a l l n a v e s r u n n i n g n o r t h t o s o u t h between t h r e e 

a i s l e s . The T a v i s t o c k S t r e e t f r o n t a g e i s a b o l d and e f f e c t i v e d e s i g n , w i t h 

a m i x t u r e o f V i c t o r i a n R e n a i s s a n c e and Roman d e s i g n s c a r r i e d o u t i n r e d b r i c k 

w i t h s t o n e d r e s s i n g s . The n a v e and a i s l e d i v i s i o n s a r e marked by p i l a s t e r s 

between w h i c h a r e s p a c e d s e v e n a r c h e d o p e n i n g s . The W e l l i n g t o n S t r e e t f r o n t 

i s f i n i s h e d i n s t o n e and w h i t e b r i c k w i t h p a n e l l e d and b r a c k e t e d e n t a b l a t u r e 

and an open b a l u s t r a d e . 

W h i l s t i t may be r e g a r d e d e s s e n t i a l t h a t a museum s h o u l d have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

and r e l e v a n t c o l l e c t i o n o f e x h i b i t s a t t r a c t i v e l y d i s p l a y e d t o a t t r a c t v i s i t o r s , 

i f an added a t t r a c t i o n i n t h e f o r m o f a b u i l d i n g w h i c h has e i t h e r been s p e c ­

i a l l y b u i l t a s a modern museum, o r has some s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l or a r c h e t -

u r a l i n t e r e s t , c a n be p r o v i d e d , t h i s must be an a d v a n t a g e . T h i s i s t h e c a s e 

w i t h t h e London T r a n s p o r t Museum, w h i c h h a s t h e u n u s u a l and a t t r a c t i v e d i s t ­

i n c t i o n o f b e i n g housed i n a b u i l d i n g s u c h a s t h e F l o w e r M a r k e t . I t n o t o n l y 

has an i n t e r e s t i n g l o c a t i o n but i t i s , i n i t s e l f , an u n u s u a l b u i l d i n g a s 

f a r a s i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e i s c o n c e r n e d . I t s r e t e n t i o n a s a museum b u i l d i n g has 

h e l p e d t o p r e s e r v e t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e l o c a l i t y , a s was t h e w i s h o f t h e l o c a l 

r e s i d e n t s a n d , e v e n t u a l l y , o f t h e p l a n n e r s a s w e l l . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e F l o w e r Market main b u i l d i n g i t s e l f , t h e c o v e r e d way n e x t 

t o t h e b u i l d i n g h a s a l s o been t a k e n o v e r a s p a r t o f t h e new museum. T h i s 

i s a s m a l l e r s t r u c t u r e , but i s v a l u a b l e i n p r o v i d i n g a s i t e f o r t h e h e a v i e r 

e x h i b i t s w h i c h c o u l d n o t be p l a c e d i n t h e main b u i l d i n g b e c a u s e o f t h e d e s i g n 

o f t h e f l o o r i n g and t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a c e l l a r b e n e a t h i t . I t a l s o has t h e 

a d v a n t a g e o f a l a r g e e n t r a n c e w h i c h a l l o w e d e a s i e r a c c e s s f o r t h e e x h i b i t s 

i n s t a l l a t i o n . The c o v e r e d way i s s e p a r a t e d from t h e main b u i l d i n g by a 

s e r i e s o f a r c h w a y s , some o f w h i c h have been r e t a i n e d a s a means o f e n t r y 

and e x i t between t h e two p a r t s o f t h e museum. 
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R e s t o r a t i o n o f t l i e F l o w e r Mari<et 

I n J u l y 1975 an a d v e r t i s m e n t a p p e a r e d i n t h e p r e s s from t h e GLC f o r a t e n a n t 

f o r t h e F l o w e r M a rket a t C o v e n t G a r d e n . A f t e r t h e r e c e i p t o f o v e r 100 

a p p l i c a t i o n s , London T r a n s p o r t was a c c e p t e d as t h e new t e n a n t who would use 

t h e b u i l d i n g f o r i t s museum p r o j e c t . The b u i l d i n g was t a k e n o v e r by LT i n 

1 9 7 7 , but by t h a t t i m e i t had been empty and u n u s e d , a p a r t from t h e o c c a s ­

i o n a l b e e r f e s t i v a l , f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . Many o f t h e f l o w e r s t a l l s remained 

i n t h e b u i l d i n g , but a p a r t form t h e s e i t was g e n e r a l l y empty and d i r t y , 

t h e r o o f was l e a k i n g i n s e v e r a l p l a c e s where t h e r o o f c o v e r i n g had f a i l e d 

and t h e r e were s i g n s o f e x t e n s i v e damage t o t h e roof b o a r d i n g i t s e l f . 

I t was e v i d e n t t h a t a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f r e s t o r a t i o n work would be 

needed on t h e b u i l d i n g i t s e l f and t h a t f l o o r s t r e n g t h e n i n g would be 

r e q u i r e d t o e n a b l e t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t h e h e a v i e r e x h i b i t s w i t h o u t t h e 

r i s k o f t h e f l o o r c o l l a p s i n g i n t o t h e c e l l a r b e n e a t h . As t h e c e l l a r was 

t o be l e t viith t h e i n t e n t i o n o f c o n v e r t i n g i t i n t o a t h e a t r e museum 

London T r a n s p o r t ' s t e n a n c y d i d n o t e x t e n d t o t h i s a r e a . I t was t h e r e f o r e 

e s s e n t i a l t h a t t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g work s h o u l d l e a v e t h i s a r e a a s f r e e a s 

p o s s i b l e . 

The o r i g i n a l f l o v j e r m a r k e t i s a l i s t e d b u i l d i n g and t h e r e f o r e n o t h i n g 

c o u l d be done t o a l t e r t h e o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e , a l s o t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e 

c a s t i r o n s u p p o r t columns p r e s e n t e d d i f f i c u l t i e s when p r e p a r i n g d e s i g n s 

f o r t h e l a y o u t o f t h e e x h i b i t s . I t was t h e r e f o r e d e c i d e d t o u s e t h e 

c o v e r e d way a d j a c e n t t o t h e main b u i l d i n g a s p a r t o f t h e museum. T h i s 

a l s o r e q u i r e d r e s t o r a t i o n but t h e t a s k was somewhat e a s i e r a s i t was 

n o t l i s t e d and i s n o t o f t h e same q u a l i t y a s t h e main b u i l d i n g , J,A. 

E l l i o t t L i m i t e d weCe awarded two c o n t r a c t s f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e b u i l d i n g 

and f o r t h e s u b s e q u e n t f i t t i n g o u t and i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t h e museum e x h i b i t s . 

The r e s t o r a t i o n work began i n J a n u a r y 1978 and i n v o l v e d s t r i p p i n g o u t 

t h e e x i s t i n g f l o w e r s t a l l s and s e r v i c e s . The l a t t e r formed a n e t w o r k of 

w i r e s u s p e n s i o n s a b o u t t w e n t y f e e t above f l o o r l e v e l . I n c l u d e d i n t h e s e 

w e r e some o l d gas b a r r e l p i p i n g f o r t h e o r i g i n a l l i g h t s and w h i c h were 

h e a v i l y moulded and t u r n e d b r a s s u n i t s . T h e s e w e r e c a r e f u l l y s a v e d f o r 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e main m a r k e t b u i l d i n g n e x t d o o r . 

The i n t e r i o r o f t h e f l o w e r m a r k e t was t h e n c o m p l e t e l y f i l l e d w i t h 

s c a f f o l d i n g t o p r o v i d e a w o r k i n g p l a t f o r m f o r a l l t h e under s u r f a c e s o f 

t h e r o o f . /Much o f t h e low l e v e l r o o f i n g had t o be removed s o t h a t t h e 

s c a f f o l d i n g c o u l d be e x t e n d e d t h r o u g h t o g i v e a c c e s s t o t h e c l e r e s t o r e y 

and h i g h l e v e l r o o f s o u t s i d e . The g l a z i n g was a l l s t r i p p e d o u t and an 

i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e b a s i c s t r u c t u r e t o o k p l a c e . I t was found t o be b a s i c a l l y 

sound but t h e r e was an a r e a o f s e v e r e s t r u c t u r a l damage a t t h e end o f t h e 

b u i l d i n g b e l i e v e d t o have been c a u s e d by a bomb dropped by a Z e p p e l i n 

d u r i n g t h e f i r s t w o r l d w a r . G u t t e r i n g and a r e a s o f c o r r o s i o n had t o be 

r e p a i r e d and i t was n e c e s s a r y t o u s e a w a t e r - b o r n e b l a s t i n g s y s t e m t o c l e a n 

down t h e c o r r o d e d a r e a s and e x p o s e d i r o n w o r k , . Many o f t h e window f r a m i n g s 

had t o be d i s m a n t l e d and r e - a s s e m b l e d b e c a u s e o f d e f o r m a t i o n . Once the 

h i g h l e v e l r o o f s w e r e w e a t h e r t i g h t and t h e l a n t e r n s r e g l a z e d t h e s c a f f o l d ­

i n g was l o w e r e d t o a l l o w g l a z i n g o f t h e c l e r e s t o r e y f o l l o w e d by r e p a i r o f 

t h e low l e v e l r o o f s . 

The e x t e r n a l w a l l a r e a s f a c i n g C o v e n t G a r d e n and T a v i s t o c k S t r e e t had t o 

h ave t h e i r upper a r e a s s a t u r a t e d w i t h w a t e r and t h e n b r u s h e d down and t h e 

s t u c c o work r e p a i n t e d . The W e l l i n g t o n S t r e e t annexe e l e v a t i o n had some 

s t o n e b r i c k w o r k w h i c h had t o be d r y b l a s t e d and r e p a i r e d u s i n g t i n t e d m o r t a r . 

When t h a t work had a l l been c o m p l e t e d and p a i n t i n g was b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t i t 

was n e c e s s a r y t o p r o v i d e s p e c i a l h e a t i n g f a c i l i t i e s a s t h e w e a t h e r was v e r y 

c o l d a t t h i s t i m e and t h e r e was d i f f i c u l t y i n g e t t i n g t h e p a i n t t o f l o w 

p r o p e r l y . 
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P a r t o f t h e f i r s t c o n t r a c t a l s o i n v o l v e d t h e e r e c t i o n o f a s t e e l framed 

t a b l e d e s i g n e d t o c a r r y t h e l a r g e r e x h i b i t s . The o r i g i n a l f l o o r was q u i t e 

u n s u i t a b l e f o r t h i s p u r p o s e a s i t c o n s i s t e d o f i r o n f i l l e r j o i s t s w i t h a 

r u b b l e i n f i l l . The new t a b l e i s a s t e e l f rame between t h r e e and f i v e f e e t 

above t h e o r i g i n a l f l o o r l e v e l , s u p p o r t e d on c o n c r e t e pads i n t h e basement 

b e n e a t h . T h e s e b a s e s were v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o c o n s t r u c t , n o t o n l y b e c a u s e o f 

t h e r e s t r i c t e d a c c e s s t o t h e b a s e m e n t , but b e c a u s e e v e r y p o s i t i o n c h o s e n 

a s a b a s e seemed t o c o - i n c i d e w i t h t h e s i t e o f an o l d w e l l . 

The l i g h t i n g was i n s t a l l e d by London T r a n s p o r t ' s own l i g h t i n g e n g i n e e r s 

and was s p e c i a l l y d e s i g n e d s o t h a t t h e c o n d u i t n e c e s s a r y was a s u n o b t r u s i v e 

a s p o s s i b l e s o a s n o t t o s p o i l t h e e x i s t i n g f a b r i c o f t h e b u i l d i n g . Most 

o f t h e work was c o m p l e t e d by March 1979 a n d , i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d s , t h e 

s e c o n d c o n t r a c t was s t a r t e d . 

The s e c o n d c o n t r a c t i n v o l v e d t h e e r e c t i o n o f a s m a l l b u i l d i n g w i t h i n t h e 

W e l l i n g t o n S t r e e t a n n e x e on one s i d e o f t h e b u i l d i n g , r e s t o r a t i o n and 

f i n i s h i n g o f t h e c o v e r e d way and i n s t a l l a t i o n and f i n i s h i n g o f t h e s i t e s 

f o r t h e r a i l and t r a m e x i b i t s . The f l o o r o f t h e b u i l d i n g s had t o be 

a s p h a l t e d and t h o s e o f t h e r a i s e d p l a t f o r m f i n i s h e d I n t i m b e r . Ramps 

have been f i t t e d t o a l l o w a c c e s s by t h e d i s a b l e d e t c . 

The b u i l d i n g i n t h e W e l l i n g t o n S t r e e t annexe h a s had i t s f i r s t f l o o r f i n i s h e d 

o u t a s o f f i c e s f o r t h e museum and i t s ground f l o o r a s a t e a b a r , t o i l e t s and 

a l e c t u r e h a l l . A s e p a r a t e b u i l d i n g n e a r b y has been r e s e r v e d a s a l i b r a r y . 

The I n s t a l l a t i o n o f E x h i b i t s 

One o f t h e more d i f f i c u l t t a s k s f a c i n g t h e museum p r o j e c t h a s been t h e 

i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t h e l a r g e e x h i b i t s . Most o f t h e s e were housed a t t h e Syon 

P a r k g a r d e n c e n t r e a s t h e London T r a n s p o r t C o l l e c t i o n . The work o f removing 

them by r o a d and i n s t a l l i n g them a t C o v e n t Garden was u n d e r t a k e n by a team 

c o m p r i s i n g M e s s r s . S u n t e r s o f N o r t h a l l e r t o n and Londofi T r a n s p o r t ' s brearkdown 

e n g i n e e r s . Most o f t h e moves had t o be done a t n i g h t and i n v o l v e d t h e 

c o - o p e r a t i o n o f t h e p o l i c e and some ro a d c l o s u r e s . The j o b was made a l l 

t h e more d i f f i c u l t b e c a u s e t h e e n t r a n c e o f t h e b u i l d i n g c o u l d n o t be a l t e r e d 

t o a c c e p t t h e l a r g e r v e h i c l e s more e a s i l y b e c a u s e o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 

b u i l d i n g I s l i s t e d . The moves o f t h e r a i l w a y v e h i c l e s were a s f o l l o w s : 

1 5 . 5 . 7 9 Chesham S h u t t l e C o a c h , R u i s l i p t o C o v e n t G a r d e n 

1 6 . 5 . 7 9 B r i l l l o c o , Syon P a r k t o C o v e n t Garden 

1 9 . 5 . 7 9 0.23 S t o c k c a r , Syon P a r k t o C o v e n t G a r d e n 

2 3 . 5 . 7 9 C & SLR C a r , Syon P a r k t o C o v e n t Garden 

2 4 . 5 . 7 9 Met. R l y . M i l k V a n , Syon P a r k t o C o v e n t Garden 

2 6 , 7 . 7 9 C & SLR U-wheel wagon, London Road Depot t o Syon P a r k 

1 4 . 3 . 7 9 Cab o f 1938 S t o c k Motor C a r 111^9, Neasden t o C o v e n t G a r d e n 

1 5 . 8 , 7 9 R e a r End o f G a t e S t o c k c a r , Syon P a r k t o C o v e n t Garden 

1 5 . 9 . 7 9 1938 S t o c k Motor C a r 1 1 1 8 2 , R u i s l i p t o C o v e n t Garden 

2 2 . 9 . 7 9 Met. R l y . E l e c t r i c L o c o No 5 , Syon P a r k t o C o v e n t Garden 

2 5 . 9 - 7 9 Met. R l y . Steam L o c o No 2 3 , Syon P a r k t o C o v e n t Garden 

The movement o f t h e l a r g e r a i l e x h i b i t s f r o m t h e low l o a d e r i n t h e s t r e e t t o 

t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n s i d e t h e museum b u i l d i n g was c a r r i e d o u t u s i n g s p e c i a l l y 

l a i d r a i l t r a c k s l a i d on s t a c k s o f s l e e p e r s from t h e road way t o t h e r a i l 

t r a c k i n s t a l l e d i n t h e museum. The most d i f f i c u l t move was w i t h t h e Q.23 
motor c a r No kl^ w h i c h had t o be t u r n e d t h r o u g h 90 d e g r e e s between t h e 

c a s t i r o n c o lumns o f t h e b u i l d i n g w i t h o n l y i n c h e s t o s p a r e . 



P r e s e r v a t i o n on London T r a n s p o r t 

I t vjas n o t u n t i l t i i e 1920's t h a t any a t t e m p t was made t o f o s t e r an i n t e r e s t 

i n t h e p u b l i c mind f o r t h e h i s t o r y o f t r a n s p o r t i n London. I n 1928 a s p e c i a l 

e x h i b i t i o n was mounted a t S o u t h K e n s i n g t o n S t a t i o n t o c e l e b r a t e t h e Diamond 

J u b i l e e o f t h e D i s t r i c t R a i l w a y . I n c l u d e d i n t h e e x h i b i t s was an o l d 4 - w h e e l e d 

c o a c h o f t h e t y p e u s e d on t h e s t e a m o p e r a t e d s e r v i c e s o f t h e D i s t r i c t and a 

s t e a m l o c o m o t i v e . I n t h e same y e a r a n o t h e r e x h i b i t i o n o f t u b e r a i l w a y v e h i c l e s 

i n c l u d e d a C i t y & S o u t h London l o c o m o t i v e and c a r o f t h e t y p e t h a t t h e l i n e 

had u s e d up t o t h e t i m e o f i t s c o n v e r s i o n t o f u l l tube l i n e s t a n d a r d s i n 1924. 

When t h e C & SLR had been c l o s e d one o f i t s l o c o m o t i v e s was p r e s e n t e d t o t h e 

S c i e n c e Museum where i t i s s t i l l on d i s p l a y . The c a r i s now p a r t o f t h e 

p r e s e n t London T r a n s p o r t Museum. 

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r , 1 9 2 9 , saw t h e c e n t e n a r y o f t h e f i r s t omnibus s e r v i c e 

begun by George S h i l l i b e e r . The London G e n e r a l Omnibus Company had a r e p l i c a 

o f S h i l l i b e e r ' s horisa bus s p e c i a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d a t t h e company's works a t 

C h i s v j i c k . I t was shown a t t h e c e n t e n a r y c e l e b r a t i o n s and was t h e f i r s t o f a 

s e r i e s o f v e h i c l e s w h i c h t h e LGOC and London T r a n s p o r t k e p t a t C h i s w i c k . 

By t h e mld-1950's t h e r e was a good c o l l e c t i o n o f p r e s e r v e d b u s e s a t C h i s w i c k 

but t h e r e was no s u i t a b l e l o c a t i o n f o r t h e i r permanant d i s p l a y t o t h e p u b l i c . 

The C & SLR c a r was on d i s p l a y i n t h e Y o r k R a i l w a y Museum o r i g i n a l l y s e t up 

by t h e LNER and t h e sanje l i n e ' s l o c o m o t i v e v;as i n t h e S c i e n c e Museum. A 

s e c o n d l o c o o f a s i m i l a r t y p e had been on d i s p l a y a t Moorgate S t a t i o n but 

had been s o b a d l y damaged d u r i n g an a i r r a i d t h a t i t had t o be d i s m a n t l e d . 

O nly t h e m o t o r s were s a v e d and went t o Cromptons o f C o l c h e s t e r , t h e o r i g i n a l 

m a k e r s . F o r t u n a t e l y , London T r a n s p o r t ' s p o l i c y o f k e e p i n g o l d p a s s e n g e r 

v e h i c l e s a s s e r v i c e l o c o m o t i v e s meant t h a t , i n t h e e v e n t o f a museum b e i n g 

s e t u p , t h e r e would s t i l l be p l e n t y o f e x a m p l e s o f o l d r o l l i n g s t o c k a v a i l ­

a b l e f o r e x h i b i t i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a l t h o u g h a number o f c a r s were t h o u g h t 

o f a s b e i n g s u i t a b l e f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n , t h e l a c k o f s p a c e on LT o r o f a s u i t ­

a b l e museum p r e p a r e d t o t a k e them, meant t h a t many o f them were b r o k e n up . 

I n t h o s e d a y s , o f c o u r s e , t h e i d e a o f t r a n s p o r t museums and g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t 

i n t r a n s p o r t h i s t o r y was not a s p o p u l a r a s t o d a y . A f t e r a l l , much o f t h e 

r o l l i n g s t o c k r u n n i n g on t h e main l i n e r a i l w a y s was s o o l d , or a t l e a s t s o 

b a d l y l o o k e d a f t e r , t h a t t h e p u b l i c was a c t u a l l y p a y i n g f o r t h e p r i v l l e d g e 

o f r i d i n g on a w o r k i n g museum. The good D o c t o r B e e c h i n g saw t o t h e end o f 

a l l t h a t and i m m e d i a t e l y p r o d u c e d an u p s u r g e o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n 

o f s t e a m l o c o m o t i v e s i n p a r t i c u l a r , but a l s o o f i n t e r e s t i n t r a n s p o r t h i s t o r y 

i n g e n e r a l , i n L o n don, i n t e r e s t i n t h e c a p i t a l ' s t r a n s p o r t h i s t o r y was g i v e n 

a b o o s t by t h e c e n t e n a r y c e l e b r a t i o n s f o r t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y h e l d a t 

Neasden i n 1 9 6 3 . I n t h a t y e a r t o o , t h e l a r g e e x h i b i t s s e c t i o n o f t h e B r i t i s h 

T r a n s p o r t Museum was o p e n e d . Many road and r a i l v i h i c l e s o f London T r a n s p o r t 

o r i g i n were shown t h e r e , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e main l i n e r a i l e x h i b i t s . 

Under t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e I 9 6 8 T r a n s p o r t A c t a l l t h e BR museums were t o 

be c l o s e d and t h e v e h i c l e s i n them w e r e t o be o f f e r e d back t o t h e i r o r i g i n a l 

o w n e r s , e x c e p t f o r t h e main l i n e r a i l w a y i t e m s , w h i c h were handed o v e r t o t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n and S c i e n c e w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f s e t t i n g up a 

N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y Museum. T h i s was s u c c e s s f u l l y dons a t Y o r k . The I 9 6 8 A c t 

a l l o w e d owners t o r e c o v e r t h e i r v e h i c l e s from t h e BR museums b u t , a l t h o u g h 

t h e y w e r e l e g a l l y bound t o p r e s e r v e them, t h e r e was no o b l i g a t i o n t o d i s p l a y 

them. However, London T r a n s p o r t was f o r t u n a t e i n b e i n g t o o b t a i n an a g r e e ­

ment w i t h t h e Syon P a r k G a r d e n i n g C e n t r e w h i c h a l l o v ^ d them a s e v e n y e a r 

l e a s e on a b u i l d i n g i n w h i c h t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l r e l i c s c o u l d be d i s p l a y e d t o 

t h e p u b l i c . A l t h o u g h t h e c o l l e c t i o n was now housed i n a p l e a s a n t s e t t i n g , 

t h e b u i ' i d i n g was r e s t r i c t e d i n s i z e and was n o t i d e a l f o r t h e permanent 
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e x h i b i t i o n b e c a u s e o f t e m p e r a t u r e c o n t r o l p r o b l e m s . However, t h e r e was t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r Open Days and G a l a Days w h i c h a t t r a c t e d l a r g e numbers o f 

t r a n s p o r t b u f f s . P e r h a p s due t o t h e poor t r a n s p o r t a c c e s s , t h e e x p e c t e d 

a t t e n d a n c e l e v e l s d i d n o t m a t e r i a l i s e , b ut n e v e r t h e l e s s , some t h o u g h t was 

g i v e n t o e x t e n d i n g t h e b u i l d i n g t o tai<e some more l a r g e e x h i b i t s w h i c h w e r e 

becoming a v a i l a b l e f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n w i t h t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f o l d e r r o a d and 

r a i l v e h i c l e s i n s e r v i c e . A t t h i s t i m e h o w e v e r , t h e c h a n c e t o move t o t h e 

more c e n t r a l s i t e a t C o v e n t Garden came up and a r e a l c h a n c e t o p r o v i d e 

London w i t h a p r o p e r Museum, c o m p l e t e w i t h f a c i l i t i e s f o r e d u c a t i o n and r e s ­

e a r c h . 

The Museum Ph i 1 o s o p h y 

I t i s q u i t e o b v i o u s t h a t t h e s t a t e d i n t e n t i o n o f t h e Museum t o p r o v i d e a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e s u r v e y o f t h e s t o r y o f t r a n s p o r t i n London o v e r t h e l a s t 200 

y e a r s has been b e h i n d t h e way i n w h i c h t h e e x h i b i t s and d i s p l a y s a r e a r r a n g e d . 

I t i s a l s o c l e a r t h a t t h i s i n t e n t i o n h a s s u c c e e d e d . T h o s e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

o f t h i s S o c i e t y who have k i n d l y been a f f o r d e d f a c i l i t i e s t o v i e w t h e Museum 

p r i o r t o t h e p u b l i c o p e n i n g have a l l been i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e way i n w h i c h 

t h e s u b j e c t s have been a r r a n g e d . T h e r e i s no doubt t h a t much c a n be l e a r n e d 

f rom a v i s i t t o t h e Museum and i t w i l l c e r t a i n l y become one o f t h o s e p l a c e s 

w h i c h a r e on t i i e l i s t o f e v e r y s c h o o l v i s i t s o r g a n i s e r . 

The scheme t o p r e s e n t t h e h i s t o r y o f London's t r a n s p o r t a s a g e n e r a l theme 

f o r t h e v i s i t o r c a n be s e e n i n t h e d i s p l a y p a n e l s a r r a n g e d a r ound t h e w a l l s . 

T h e s e c o v e r v a r i o u s s u b j e c t s by means o f p h o t o g r a p h s , r e p r o d u c t i o n s o f p r i n t s 

and d e s c r i p t i v e p a s s a g e s . The s u b j e c t s i n c l u d e tube r a i l w a y e n g i n e e r i n g , 

s u b - s u r f a c e r a i l w a y d e v e l o p m e n t , r o l l i n g s t o c k d e v e l o p m e n t , a r c h i t e c t u r e , 

f a r e c o l l e c t i o n , g e n e r a l t r a n s p o r t h i s t o r y , LT a t War and g e n e r a l h i s t o r y on 

r o a d and r i v e r t r a n s p o r t . A g r e a t d e a l o f t i m e c a n be s p e n t on j u s t l o o k i n g 

a t t h e s e d i s p l a y s a n d , i f t h e r o u t e shown i n t h e Museum g u i d e i s f o l l o w e d , 

t h e h i s t o r y o f London's t r a n s p o r t c a n be f o l l o w e d i n r o u g h l y d a t e o r d e r . 

Some i n t e r e s t i n g p h o t o g r a p h s a p p e a r on t h e p a n e l s , a p a r t from t h o s e w e l l 

known t o t h e s t u d e n t o f London T r a n s p o r t h i s t o r y , and t h e r e a r e some p r i n t s 

o f e a r l y s u b j e c t s w h i c h have n ot been s e e n b e f o r e . 

A n o t h e r f e a t u r e o f t h e Museum i s t h e a t t e m p t t o show t h e i n f l u e n c e t h a t 

t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e t r a n s p o r t s y s t e m has had s o c i a l l y . The growth o f t h e 

s u b u r b s a s a r e s u l t o f e l e c t r i c r a i l w a y e x p a n s i o n - M e t r o l a n d f o r example -

i s shown. Many o f t h e p o s t e r s w h i c h a d v e r t i s e d London T r a n s p o r t and i t s 

p r e d e c e s s o r s a r e on d i s p l a y and show many o f t h e f i n e e x a m p l e s o f t h e work 

o f t h e b e s t c o m m e r c i a l a r t i s t s o f t h e p a s t . The theme o f a r t i s a l s o p r e s e n t 

i n a d i s p l a y o f p i c t u r e s by t h e a r t i s t Edna Lumb, She was g r a n t e d f a c i l i t i e s 

t o o b s e r v e t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e b u i l d i n g and t h e t r a n s f e r o f t h e main 

e x h i b i t s f r o m Syon P a r k s o t h a t s h e c o u l d p r o d u c e a s e r i e s o f p a i n t i n g s 

s h o w i n g t h e s e t t i n g up o f t h e museum. She has pr o d u c e d a v e r y f i n e c o l l e c t i o n 

w h i c h i s on d i s p l a y n e a r t h e t e a b a r . I n t h e same a r e a t h e r e i s a n o t h e r 

d i s p l a y o f t h e d e t a i l e d and c o l o u r f u l o i l p a i n t i n g s p roduced by our own 

S o c i e t y member Malcolm D r a b ^ e ' l . The u s e o f t h e museum t o show t r a n s p o r t 

s u b j e c t s p r o d u c e d by a r t i s t s i s a n o t h e r example o f t h e i n t e n t i o n t o p r e s e n t 

an o v e r a l 1 theme. 

The d i s p l a y s i n t h e museum a r e n o t s o l e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e h i s t o r i c a l . T h e r e 

a r e a number o f w o r k i n g models and f u l l s i z e e x a m p l e s o f t r a n s p o r t t e c h n o l o g y 

w h i c h s e r v e t o show how some o f t h e i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e s o f t r a n s p o r t o p e r a t i o n 

a r e a c t u a l l y c a r r i e d o u t . One o f t h e s e i s a s i g n a l l i n g d i s p l a y , w h i c h shows 
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t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h e s t a n d a r d m i n i a t u r e l e v e r frame a s used i n s i g n a l c a b i n s 

a l l o v e r t h e Underground s y s t e m f o r many y e a r s . T h e r e i s a l s o a f u l l s i z e 

s e t o f p o i n t s and a p o i n t m a c hine i n f u l l v i o r k i n g o r d e r , c o m p l e t e w i t h 

s i g n a l s , w h i c h c a n be o p e r a t e d by a p a i r o f push b u t t o n s . E x a m p l e s o f e a r l y 

s i g n a l r e l a y s a r e on d i s p l a y , and an i n t e r l o c k i n g m a c h ine room w i t h w o r k i n g 

r o u t e s e t t i n g and a r e c o r d e d d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e s e q u e n c e of o p e r a t i o n c a n 

be s t a r t e d by t h e v i s i t o r u s i n g a push b u t t o n . T h e r e i s a l s o a hand o p e r a t e d 

model w h i c h shows t h e o p e r a t i o n of t h e s i m p l e t r a c k c i r c u i t w h i c h p r o v i d e s 

t h e s a f e o p e r a t i o n o f a u t o m a t i c s i g n a l s . 

L i f t s and E s c a l a t o r s a r e n o t f o r g o t t e n e i t h e r . T h e r e a r e models o f t h e e a r l y 

" s h u n t " t y p e and t h e l a t e r s t a n d a r d t y p e o f e s c a l a t o r . One o f t h e o r i g i n a l 

l i f t s f rom Hampstead S t a t i o n , a r e s e r v e l i f t u s e d f o r Bank H o l i d a y t r a f f i c , 

h a s been r e a s s e m b l e d i n t h e museum, c o m p l e t e w i t h i t s o r i g i n a l p a n e l l i n g . T h e r e 

i s - a l s o a d i s p l a y s h o w i n g t h e l e s s w e l l known, but s t i l l i m p o r t a n t 

s u b j e c t o f v e n t i l a t i o n . 

The s u b j e c t o f bus c o n t r o l and i t s d e v e l o p i n g t e c h n o l o g y i s c o v e r e d i n 

a n o t h e r d i s p l a y . The u s e o f i n s p e c t o r s , t i m e r e c o r d i n g c l o c k s , BESI , w i t h 

an example o f how i t works and CARU\d BUSCO a r e a l l shown. 

One e x h i b i t w h i c h i s s u r e t o be a s u c c e s s i s t h e c a b end o f a 1938 Tube 

S t o c k motor c a r w h i c h h a s an o p e r a t i o n a l m a s t e r c o n t r o l l e r , i m m e d i a t e l y 

i n f r o n t o f t h e c a b i s a w o r k i n g s e t o f t r a c t i o n c o n t r o l e q u i p m e n t . T h i s 

c a n be o p e r a t e d by u s e o f t h e c o n t r o l l e r i n t h e c a b and t h e o p e r a t i o n o f 

t h e e quipment c a n be s e e n t h r o u g h t r a n s p a r e n t c o v e r s p l a c e d a r o und t h e 

c a s e . The c a s e i t s e l f i s mounted on a r a i s e d frame t o a l l o w t h e o b s e r v e r 

a c l e a r v i e w . The equipment i s an e xample of t h e 1938 t y p e known a s PCM, 

d e s c r i b e d i n t h e museum a s meaning P n e u m a t i c C a m s h a f t Mechanism, w h i c h has 

been f i t t e d i n v a r i o u s forms t o a l l London T r a n s p o r t t r a i n s s i n c e t h a t t i m e . 

A p a r t f r o m a l l t h e d i s p l a y s m e n t i o n e d s o f a r , a number o f d e t a i l s a r e 

i n c l u d e d w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e t h e museums i n t e n t i o n t o p r e s e n t a s f u l l a s t o r y 

o f t r a n s p o r t d e v e l o p m e n t a s p o s s i b l e . S u c h i t e m s a s t h e s e c t i o n o f t r a m 

c o n d u i t , t h e t h r e e d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f b l o c k j o i n t i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e t r a c k 

on w h i c h t h e Q23 S t o c k motor c a r s t a n d s , o v e r h e a d c u r r e n t w i r e s f o r t r a m s 

and t r o l l e y b u s e s , a t r a i n d e s c r i b e r and a c u t - a w a y example o f t r a m t r a c k 

c o n s t r u c t i o n , a l l add t o t h e g e n e r a l scheme of p r o v i d i n g a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

s u r v e y . 

I t i s i n t e n d e d t h a t a number o f a u d i o - v i s u a l d i s p l a y s w i l l be a v a i l a b l e and 

w i l l be c hanged a t i n t e r v a l s . T h e s e w i l l c o v e r v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f London's 

t r a n s p o r t h i s t o r y and t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s . E v e n w i t h o u t t h e l a r g e 

e x h i b i t s o f r o a d and r a i l v e h i c l e s , t h e museum p r e s e n t s a f o r m i d a b l e example 

o f a modern museum w h i c h p r o v i d e s a v a l u a b l e e d u c a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e a s w e l l a s 

a p u r e l y a t t r a c t i v e v e h i c l e d i s p l a y c e n t r e . 

The L a r g e R a i l w a y E x h i b i t s 

T h e r a i l w a y v e h i c l e s on d i s p l a y i n t h e museum a r e d i v i d e d i n t o two g r o u p s . 

Qfie o f t h e s e i s i n t h e c o v e r e d way s e c t i o n and c o m p r i s e s t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 

R a i l w a y s t e a m l o c o m o t i v e No 2 3 , t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y e l e c t r i c l o c o m o t i v e 

No 5 and t h e 1938 Tube S t o c k motor c a r No 11182. The o t h e r i s mounted on 

a p l i n t h i n t h e main b u i l d i n g and i n c l u d e s t h e 0.23 Motor c a r No kZkS, t h e 

Wooton Tramway l o c o m o t i v e , t h e C & SLR c a r , t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y mi lie, 

v a n and M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y c o a c h No hQQ, 
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193B Tube S t o c k C a r No 11182: T h i s c a r i s an e x a m p l e o f t h e l a r g e g roup o f 

c a r s w h i c h was b u i l t t o p r o v i d e s e r v i c e s on t h e N o r t h e r n and B a k e r l o o l i n e s 

f r o m I 9 3 S , and e x a m p l e s a r e s t i l l i n s e r v i c e on t h e B a k e r l o o l i n e . I t i s a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t e x h i b i t a s i t r e p r e s e n t s t h e f i r s t i n a l o n g l i n e o f 

t u b e r a i l w a y c a r s w h i c h have p r o v i d e d t h e m a i n s t a y o f tube l i n e s e r v i c e s 

f o r t h e l a s t kO y e a r s . I t a l s o r e p r e s e n t s a g r e a t t e c h n o l o g i c a l a d v a n c e o f 

t h e e r a when i t was b u i l t a s i t was t h e f i r s t p r o d u c t i o n b a t c h o f tube c a r s 

w h i c h were d e s i g n e d t o have a l l t h e i r t r a c t i o n c o n t r o l and a u x i l i a r y e q u i p ­

ment mounted below t h e f l o o r i n s t e a d o f i n a compartment b e h i n d t h e d r i v e r . 

I t was a l s o t h e f i r s t p r o d u c t i o n t u b e t r a i n t o u s e low v o l t a g e e l e c t r i c a l 

s u p p l i e s f o r l i g h t i n g and o t h e r e quipment i n s t e a d o f t h e f o r m e r s y s t e m o f 

d i r e c t s u p p l y f r o m t h e 630 v o l t c u r r e n t r a i l s . 

The 1938 S t o c k had been p r e c e e d e d by a s e t o f Zk p r o t o t y p e c a r s known a s 

t h e 1936 S t o c k w h i c h had e x p e r i m e n t a l v e r s i o n s o f t r a c t i o n e q u i p m e n t f i t t e d . 

The s u c c e s s o f t h e BTH v e r s i o n o f t h i s e q uipment r e s u l t e d i n i t s b e i n g a d o p t e d 

a s s t a n d a r d on a l l f u t u r e LT t r a i n s and t h e 1938 S t o c k was t h e f i r s t t o be 

e q u i p p e d w i t h i t . I t a l s o r e p r e s e n t s t h e f i r s t e xample o f a modern e l e c t o -

p n e u m a t i c b r a k i n g s y s t e m u s i n g i n d i v i d u a l b r a k e c y l i n d e r s and a s e l f - l a p p i n g 

b r a k e c o n t r o l l e r . The c o n t r o l s c a n be s e e n i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l i n t h e c a b 

s e c t i o n o f a s i m i l a r c a r . No 111^9, d e s c r i b e d e a r l i e r . 

The a c t u a l car on d i s p l a y h e r e i s a l s o o f i n t e r e s t a s i t was used a s p a r t 

o f t h e l a s t t r a i n o f 1938 S t o c k t o r u n on t h e N o r t h e r n L i n e on ]kth A p r i l 

1 9 7 8 , A f t e r t h a t t i m e i t was w i t h d r a w n from s e r v i c e f o r r e s t o r a t i o n t o 

i t s a p p e a r a n c e d u r i n g t h e 1 9 5 0 ' s , c o m p l e t e w i t h t h e p a s s e n g e r door c o n t r o l 

b u t t o n s w h i c h w e r e i n u s e a t t h a t t i m e . As f a r a s p o s s i b l e t h e c a r i n t e r i o r 

h a s a l s o been f i n i s h e d i n t h e 1950's s t y l e but t h e r e a r e no c a r a d v e r t i s m e n t 

c a r d s o f t h e p e r i o d e v e n though a p p e a l s have been made f o r a s s i s t a n c e i n 

t r a c i n g e x a m p l e s w h i c h c a n be c o p i e d . 

M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y Steam L o c o m o t i v e No 23:^ T h i s i s p r o b a b l y t h e most 

famous e x h i b i t i n t h e w h o le museum. I t ' r e p r e s e n t s ' o f t h e c l a s s o f s t e a m 

l o c o m o t i v e s w h i c h were u s e d on t h e c u t and c o v e r l i n e s o f t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 

and D i s t r i c t R a i l w a y s from 1 8 6 4 , when t h e f i r s t was d e l i v e r e d , u n t i l t h e i r 

r e p l a c e m e n t by e l e c t r i c t r a c t i o n i n 1 9 0 5 . A l t h o u g h t h e b u l k o f them were 

s c r a p p e d or s o l d t o o t h e r r a i l w a y s a t t h a t t i m e , a number s u r v i v e d i n London, 

f o r u s e on t h e goods and b r a n c h s e r v i c e s o f t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y and a s 

e n g i n e e r s ' t r a i n m o t i v e power. 

The l o c o m o t i v e s were b u i l t by B e y e r P e a c o c k & C o . o f M a n c h e s t e r and were o f 

t h e 4 - 4 - 0 t y p e . B e c a u s e o f t h e l a r g e amount o f t u n n e l work t h a t t h e y were 

r e q u i r e d t o d o , t h e y were f i t t e d w i t h c o n d e n s i n g e quipment w h i c h was supp­

o s e d t o r e d u c e t h e amount o f s t e a m w h i c h e s c a p e d i n t o t h e t u n n e l s . As t h i s 

had a d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t on t h e i r s t e a m i n g c a p a b i l i t i e s , t h e c r e w s d i d not 

a l w a y s u s e t h i s d e v i c e , and t h e f o u l a t m o s p h e r e o f t h e t u n n e l s was a c o n s t a n t 

c a u s e f o r c o m p l a i n t f r o m t h e t r a v e l l i n g p u b l i c . I t was one o f t h e r e a s o n s 

why e f f o r t s were c o n s t a n t l y made t o f i n d an a l t e r n a t i v e means o f m o t i v e power 

and w h i c h c u l m i n a t e d i n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f e l e c t r i c t r a c t i o n on t h e Under­

ground . 

No 2 3 was one o f a b a t c h b u i l t i n I 8 6 6 and has been r e s t o r e d t o i t s o r i g i n a l 

c o n d i t i o n a s f a r a s i s p o s s i b l e . I t i s one o f t h o s e u s e d by t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 

R a i l w a y and was d i s p l a y e d a t t h e C e n t e n a r y c e l e b r a t i o n s s t a g e d a t Neasden i n 

1 9 6 3 . I t was l a s t steamed i n 1948 when i t was p a r t o f London T r a n s p o r t ' s 

s e r v i c e f l e e t . A t t h a t t i m e i t was numbered L 4 5 , The f a c t t h a t s o many o f 

t h e c l a s s w e r e b u i l t p r o v ed t h a t t h e d e s i g n was sound and i t i s good t h a t a 

sample has been p r e s e r v e d a s a monument t o t h e e n g i n e e r i n g a b i l i t i e s o f the 

t ime 
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MefcropoUtan R a i l w a y e l e c t r i c l o c o m o t i v e No 5 ; When t h e C i r c l e L i n e and t h 2 
M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y b r a n c h t o Uxbridge""were e l e c t r i f i e d t n 1 9 0 5 , a s e r i e s o f 

t w e n t y e l e c t r i c l o c o m o t i v e s were b u i l t t o h a u l t r a i n s t o P a d d i n g t o n (GWR) and 

t o Harrow where t h e y were r e p l a c e d by s t e a m l o c o m o t i v e s t o p r o v i d e ' m o t i v e 

power f o r t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e i r j o u r n e y s . T h e s e l o c o m o t i v e s were r e p l a c e d 

between 1921 and 1923 by a n o t h e r s e r i e s o f t w e n t y l o c o m o t i v e s b u i l t by V i c k e r s 

o f B a r r o w . A l t h o u g h i t has o f t e n been s t a t e d t h a t t h e new l o c o m o t i v e s were 

r e b u i l d s o f t h e o r i g i n a l s , t h i s was r e a l l y o n l y a d e v i c e u s e d by t h e r a i l w a y 

a c c o u n t a n t s who r e g a r d e d t h e s e m a c h i n e s a s r e b u i l d s s o t h a t t h e y c o u l d be 

p a i d f o r o u t o f r e v e n u e . I t would seem t h a t most o f t h e m a t e r i a l s used i n 

t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n w e r e , i n f a c t , new. 

The l o c o m o t i v e s soon became f i r m f a v o u r i t e s w i t h t h e p u b l i c , and were g i v e n 

names by t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y i n 1927 a s p a r t o f a p u b l i c i t y campaign 

d e s i g n e d t o draw a t t e n t i o n t o t h e d e l i g h t s o f l i v i n g i n M e t r o l a n d , t h e 

M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y ' s name f o r t h e a r e a s w h i c h t h e y s e r v e d and w h i c h t h e y 

c o n s i d e r e d r i p e f o r p o t e n t i a l h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t . A l l t h e names u s e d were 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e a r e a and t h e C i t y where t h e Met. had i t s b e g l n i n g s . 

One o f t h e l o c o m o t i v e s . No 1 5 , was on d i s p l a y a t t h e Wembley E x h i b i t i o n o f 

1925 a n d , i n o r d e r t o a l l o w t h e i n t e r i o r t o be more c l e a r l y s e e n by t h e 

v i s i t o r s , t h e e x t e r i o r p a n e l s were removed from one s i d e and t h e i n t e r i o r was 

f i n i s h e d i n w h i t e p a i n t . I t i s a m e a s u r e o f t h e p r i d e t h a t t h e d r i v e r s o f 

t h e s e m a c h i n e s had i n t h e i r c h a r g e s t h a t t h e i n t e r i o r was a l w a y s k e p t w h i t e 

long a f t e r 15 had resumed i t s d u t i e s , and t h a t one o f t h e r e g u l a r d r i v e r s 

o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r l o c o m o t i v e k e p t a s m a l l p o t o f w h i t e p a i n t w i t h him s o 

t h a t he c o u l d t o u c h up any damaged p a i n t w o r k a t o n c e . 

Most o f t h e l o c o m o t i v e s r e m a i n e d i n r e g u l a r u s e on p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s u n t i l 

1961 when t h e l i n e was e l e c t r i f i e d between R i c k m a n s w o r t h and Amersham and 

modern u n i t s o f A60 S t o c k t o o k o v e r a l l t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n e l e c t r i c s e r v i c e s . 

No 5 , named John Hampden, re m a i n e d i n u s e a s a s h u n t i n g l o c o m o t i v e a t A c t o n 

u n t i l i t was p r e s e r v e d and put on d i s p l a y a t Syon P a r k . 

i t i s o f i n t e r e s t t o n o t e t h a t t h e e l e c t r i c a l equipjTsent u s e d i n t h e s e m a c h i n e s 

was s u p p l i e d by M e t r o p o l i t a n - V i c k e r s . I t was s i m i l a r i n many r e s p e c t s t o 

equipment s u p p l i e d by t h e same f i r m f o r t h e t u b e c a r s b u i l t i n 1924 and f o r 

t h e S o u t h e r n R a i l w a y e l e c t r i c s t o c k . Much o f t h e l o c o m o t i v e s equipment was 

r e p l a c e d d u r i n g t h e I 9 5 0 ' s by r e n o v a t e d e quipment removed from s c r a p p e d 

D i s t r i c t R a i l w a y c a r s o f 1910 - l 4 v i n t a g e . 

Wooton Tramway L o c o m o t i v e : The 6 i m i l e b r a n c h l i n e between Q.uainton Road 

and B r i l l , o r i g i n a l l y known a s t h e Wooton Tramway, was t h e proud p o s s e s s o r 

o f i t s f i r s t l o c o m o t i v e i n J a n u a r y I 8 7 2 when a s m a l l 0 - 4 - 0 e n g i n e was s u p p l i e d 

by A v e l i n g and P o r t e r . A s e c o n d e n g i n e o f t h e same t y p e was l a t e r p u r c h a s e d 

by t h e l i n e and both were u s e d f o r t h e l i g h t p a s s e n g e r and goods t r a f f i c 

w h i c h r a n on t h e l i n e d u r i n g i t s fiirst t w e n t y y e a r s o f o p e r a t i o n . T h e s e 

l o c o m o t i v e s o n l y had 6 h.p. c a p a c i t y , and were s i m i l a r t o many w h i c h were 

used i n t h e cement i n d u s t r y . The w h e e l s were c h a i n d r i v e n and t h e m a c h i n e s 

had a l a r g e f l y w h e e l w h i c h gave them t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a t r a c t i o n e n g i n e . 

A f t e r b e i n g r e p l a c e d by more p o w e r f u l e n g i n e s i n t h e I 8 9 0 ' s t h e two e n g i n e s 

were s o l d t o a bricks-^orks i n N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e . Not long a f t e r t h i s , one 

o f them f a i l e d a b o i l e r t e s t and was b r o k e n up t o p r o v i d e s p a r e s f o r t h e 

o t h e r . I t c o n t i n u e d w o r k i n g u n t i l 194o when t h e b r i c k w o r k s c l o s e d . For 

t h e n e x t t e n y e a r s i t l a y d e r e l i c t u n t i l i t was r e s c u e d by t h e I n d u s t r i a l 

L o c o m o t i v e S o c i e t y and London T r a n s p o r t a g r e e d t o h o l d i t i n s a f e c u s t o d y 

a t Neasden D e p o t . I t was e v e n t u a l l y r e s t o r e d t o i t s o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o m 
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and was on d i s p l a y i n the T r a n s p o r t Museum a t Clapham u n t i l i t s removal t o 

Syon P a r k , i t i s now on show a t t h e C o v e n t Garden Museum where i t c a n be 

compared w i t h t h e o t i i e r M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y l o c o m o t i v e s on d i s p l a y and 

w i t h t h e e l e c t r i c v e h i c l e s w h i c h r e p l a c e d s t e s m o v e r much o f t h e o l d e r 

U nderground l i n e s . 

Q23 S t o c k Motor C a r No 4248; T h i s c a r i s t y p i c a l j f t h e c l e r e s t o r y r o o f e d 

v e h i c l e s w h i c h were u s e d on a l l t h e Underground l i n e s from t h e e a r l i e s t 

d a y s o f e l e c t r i c t r a c t i o n . No 4248 was one o f a b a t c h o f 50 c a r s bought i n 

1923 t o r e p l a c e o l d e r c a r s o f 1905 v i n t a g e on t h e D i s t r i c t R a i l w a y . The 

o l d e r c a r s , known a s t h e B S t o c k , had f a l l e n i n t o d i s r e p a i r a s a r e s u l t o f 

t h e n e g l e c t s u f f e r e d d u r i n g t h e f i r s t W o r ld War. They were a l s o i n a bad 

way b e c a u s e t h e y were l a r g e l y c o n s t r u c t e d o f wood w h i c h was found n o t t o 

l a s t s o w e l l a s t h e s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n a d o p t e d f o r l a t e r v e h i c l e s . The 

o l d c a r s were r e c o n s t r u c t e d a s t r a i l e r c a r s . 

The p o l i c y o f p u r c h a s i n g new s t e e l b o d i e d motor c a r s and u s i n g t h e o l d e r 

motor c a r s t o r e p l a c e s c r a p p e d t r a i l e r c a r s c a u s e d a s i t u a t i o n o f a m i x t u r e 

o f o l d and new r o l l i n g s t o c k on t h e D i s t r i c t R a i l w a y t h a t has n o t been 

f u l l y r e s o l v e d u n t i l t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e D S t o c k d u r i n g t h i s y e a r . I t 

has a l s o meant t h a t some i n t e r e s t i n g o l d c a r * have s u r v i v e d much l o n g e r t h a n 

would o t h e r w i s e have been t h e c a s e . No 4248 i s j u s t s u c h a c a r a s i t was 

i n r e g u l a r p a s s e n g e r u s e on t h e D i s t r i c t u n t i l 1971, o v e r 45 y e a r s s i n c e i t s 

d e l i v e r y when new. 

The c a r i s a l s o i n t e r e s t i n g a s i t has had few a l t e r a t i o n s from i t s o r i g i n a l 

c o n d i t i o n , a p a r t from i t s equipment w i t h a i r o p e r a t e d d o o r s and i t s c o n v e r s i o n 

f r o m n o n - a u t o m a t i c t r a c t i o n c o n t r o l t o a u t o m a t i c c o n t r o l . I t was a l s o a t 

f i r s t p r o v i d e d w i t h e l e c t r o - p n e u m a t i c b r a k e s i n 1939, and i s t h e o n l y example 

o f a c a r i n t h e museum w h i c h has t h e o r i g i n a l b r a k e e q uipment and t h e added 

e l e c t r o - p n e u m a t i c e q u i p m e n t . The c a r on d i s p l a y has had t h e d o o r s l e f t open 

on one s i d e s o t h a t t h e i n t e r i o r may be s e e n more e a s i l y , a l t h o u g h , i n o r d e r 

t o p r e v e n t damage t o t h e i n s i d e , v i s i t o r s a r e n o t a l l o w e d a c c e s s . 

i f c a r e f u l o b s e r v a t i o n o f t h e t r a i l i n g end o f t h e c a r i s made, t h e s t e e l 

p a n e l s w h i c h now c o v e r t h e f o r m e r windows p r o v i d e d a s w e l l a s a t t h e d r i v e r s 

e n d , c a n be s e e n . A t t h e l e a d i n g end on t h e n e a r s i d e o f t h e c a b f r o n t c a n 

be s e e n t h e o r i g i n a l s i t e o f t h e h e a d l i g h t s , w h i c h were on t h a t s i d e on a l l 

e a r l y D i s t r i c t R a i l w a y c a r s . 

The a d v a n t a g e o f h a v i n g t h i s c a r , and t h e o t h e r s w h i c h a r e w i t h i t , on t h e 

r a i s e d p l a t f o r m s e c t i o n o f t h e Museum i s t h a t t h e u n d e r n e a t h c a n c l e a r l y 

be s e e n . One wonders i f i t m i g h t not be s e n s i b l e t o l a b e l t h o s e i t e m s o f 

e q u ipment w h i c h a r e v i s i b l e . Some o f them, f o r example t h e a i r c o m p r e s s o r 

and t h e t r a c t i o n e q u i p m e n t , r e p r e s e n t s t a n d a r d t y p e s w h i c h were i n u s e o v e r 

t h e whole o f t h e Underground f o r o v e r s e v e n t y y e a r s . 

C i t y $ S o u t h London R a i l w a y C a r ; When t h e C i t y S- S o u t h London R a i l w a y was 

opened i n TH90 i t was t h e f i r s t Underground e l e c t r i c r a i l w a y i n t h e w o r l d . 

The t r a i n s o r i g i n a l l y c o n s i s t e d o f 3-car s e t s h a u l e d by s m a l l e l e c t r i c l o c o ­

m o t i v e s , an example o f w h i c h i s a t t h e S c i e n c e Museum. One o f t h e e a r l y 

e x a m p l e s o f t h e c a r s i s shown a t t h e London T r a n s p o r t Museum and h a s s u r v i v e d 

s i n c e t h e l i n e was c l o s e d f o r c o n v e r s i o n t o modern t u b e r a i l w a y s t a n d a r d s 

i n 1922, I t was o r i g i n a l y s e l e c t e d f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n when t h e l i n e c l o s e d 

a s i t was c l o s e s t t o t h e o r i g i n a l t y p e o f c a r w h i c h were known a s t h e 

"Padded C e l l s " b e c a u s e o f t h e i r v e r y s m a l l windows and h i g h backed b u t t o n 

u p h o l s t e r y . V e r s i o n s o f t h e s e c a r s b u i l t a f t e r I893 had l a r g e r windows 

more i n l i n e w i t h more r e c e n t d e s i g n s . 

191 



When t h e C S-SLR c a r s were formed i n t o t r a i n s t h e two I n t e r m e d i a t e p l a t f o r m s 

were e q u i p p e d w i t h s l i d i n g g a t e s w h i c h c o u l d be removed i n one p i e c e i f 

r e q u i r e d . The end p l a t f o r m s were s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t and were n o t a v a i l a b l e 

t o p a s s e n g e r s , A model o f t h e c a r i n t h e museum i s a l s o on d i s p l a y w h i c h 

i n c o r r e c t l y shows t h e same c a r w h i c h has t h e same s h o r t p l a t f o r m s a t b o t h 

e n d s , s o m e t h i n g w h i c h would n e v e r have been s e e n when t h e c a r s were i n s e r v i c e . 

The c a r on d i s p l a y i s f i t t e d w i t h an e xample o f t h e e a r l y t y p e o f t r u c k s 

f i t t e d t o t h e s e v e h i c l e s , but w h i c h w e r e m o d i f i e d a f t e r a few y e a r s s o t h a t 

t h e o r i g i n a l s i n g l e s p r i n g f i t t e d t o b o t h a x l e boxes was r e p l a c e d by t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l s p r i n g s more commonly used on many B r i t i s h t r u c k s . 

M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y C o a c h No hOO: I n 1898 t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y i n t r o d ­

u c e d a new a n d , f o r t h e t i m e , s u m p t u o u s , t y p e o f p a s s e n g e r c o a c h w h i c h soon 

became known a s t h e " B o g i e S t o c k " . T h i s was b e c a u s e much o f t h e l i n e ' s 

e a r l i e r s t o c k had c o n s i s t e d o f 4*wheel and 8-wheel r i g i d s t o c k . E v e n t u a l l y 

t h e name " A s h b u r y " was a t t a c h e d t o t h e s e c o a c h e s a s t h i s was t h e name o f t h e 

company i n M a n c h e s t e r w h i c h had b u i l t most o f them. 

No kOO has had a most i n t e r e s t i n g and d i v e r s e h i s t o r y , l i k e many o f t h e 

v e h i c l e s i n i t s c l a s s , but i t i s a l s o i n t e r e s t i n g i n i t s own r i g h t a s i t i s 

t h e o n l y s u r v i v i n g e x ample o f a v e h i c l e a c t u a l l y b u i l t by t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 

R a i l w a y a t Neasden W o r k s . V e r y few c o a c h e s were b u i l t t h e r e a s most o f t h e 

o r d e r s went o u t t o B r i t i s h c a r b u i l d i n g c o n c e r n s . 

No 400 was b u i l t a s a s e c o n d c l a s s l o c o m o t i v e h a u l e d c o a c h a t Neasden i n 

1900 and r e m a i n e d a s s u c h u n t i l 1921 when i t was c o n v e r t e d t o work i n an 

e l e c t r i c m u l t i p l e u n i t t r a i n w i t h a n o t h e r t y p e o f c a r , known a s t h e s a l o o n 

s t o c k , a c t i n g a s t h e motor c a r s . Thsese w e r e known a s t h e W S t o c k t r a i n s . 

The motor c a r s were r e p l a c e d by new c o a c h e s i n t h e l a t e I 9 2 0 ' s and t h e 

t r a i n s became known a s t h e MW S t o c k . They c o n t i n u e d i n t h i s form u n t i l 

t h e b e g i n i n g o f t h e l a s t World War when t h e b u l k o f t h e B o g i e S t o c k 

c o a c h e s were w i t h d r a w n . S i x o f them, i n c l u d i n g No 4 0 0 , were r e t a i n e d f o r 

w o r k i n g on a p u s h - p u l l s t e a m s e r v i c e on t h e Chesham B r a n c h . They c o n t i n u e d 

i n t h i s way u n t i l r e p l a c e d by new A60 c a r s i n I 9 6 I . 

As a r e s u l t o f t h e v a r i o u s c o n v e r s i o n s done t o t h i s c o a c h t h e r e w e r e a 

number of c h a n g e s i n i t s e q u i p m e n t . The o r i g i n a l vacuum b r a k e equipment 

was r e p l a c e d by W e s t i n g h o u s e a i r b r a k e e quipment I n 1921 f o r i t s u s e a s 

an e l e c t r i c t r a i n , and t h i s was t h e n changed back t o vacuum e q u i p m e n t t o 

e n a b l e i t t o o p e r a t e w i t h t h e s t e a m l o c o m o t i v e on t h e Chesham S h u t t l e 

s e r v i c e . A t t h a t t i m e t o o i t was renumbered 519. 

The s i x c o a c h e s w i t h d r a w n f r o m t h e Chesham B r a n c h i n I 9 6 I were r e c o g n i s e d 

a s b e i n g w o r t h y o f p r e s e r v a t i o n and a l l but o n e , w h i c h was s c r a p p e d , were 

k e p t f o r t h e f u t u r e . F o u r went t o t h e B l u e b e l l R a i l w a y i n S u s s e x and No 

4 0 0 was s t o r e d a t B r i g h t o n f o r e v e n t u a l e x h i b i t i o n . I t d i d not r e a p p e a r 

i n London u n t i l i t was b r o u g h t b a c k t o R u i s l i p d e p o t by London T r a n s p o r t 

f o r r e s t o r a t i o n . A g r e a t d e a l o f c a r e f u l work was done t o t h e e x t e r i o r t o 

b r i n g i t back t o i t s f o r m e r M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y f i n i s h , a l t h o u g h t h e o l d 

p u s h - p u l l e q u i p m e n t was l e f t i n t a c t . I t i s t h e r e f o r e somewhat o f a h y b r i d 

a l t h o u g h t h i s adds t o i t s i n t e r e s t . a s b e f i t s a museum e x h i b i t . I t i s a l s o 

i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t t h e l e t t e r i n g a p p l i e d t o t h i s c a r d i f f e r s from t h e o t h e r 

M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y t e a k b o d i e d v e h i c l e , t h e M i l k V a n , i n t h a t t h e b l o c k 

l e t t e r i n g i s b l u e and n o t b l a c k a s was i n c o r r e c t l y a p p l i e d t o t h e o t h e r 

v e h i c l e . s o m e y e a r s a g o . , . 
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M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y M i l k Van Mo3: T h i s v e h i c l e was b u i l t i n I 8 9 6 by t h e 

B irmingham R a i l w a y C a r r i a g e and Wagon C o . a s a van f o r a t t a c h m e n t t o p a s s ­

e n g e r t r a i n s f o r t h e c a r r y i n g o f m i l k . I t s u r v i v e d t o be t a k e n o v e r by t h e 

L.P.T.B. i n 1933 and e v e n t u a l l y became a breakdown van w i t h t h e number 

BD 2 2 1 . I t was l a t e r renumbered BDV 7 0 0 . I t was r e s t o r e d f o r e x h i b i t i o n 

I n t h e Clapham Museum and was u s e d i n t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y c e n t e n a r y 

d i s p l a y a t Neasden i n May 1 9 6 3 . 

G a t e End o f t u b e c a r : T h i s e x h i b i t i s o f t h e r e a r end o f a g a t e s t o c k t u b e 

c a r o f t h e t y p e b u i l t between 1900 and 1907 f o r most o f t h e London tube l i n e s . 

The c a r from w h i c h t h i s end was b u i l t was one o f t h e H u n g a r i a n c a r s b u i l t f o r 

t h e P i c c a d i l l y l i n e a n d , a f t e r s e r v i c e on t h a t l i n e , was u s e d a s a b a l l a s t 

l o c o m o t i v e u n t i l 1 9 5 4 . I t was t h e n s t o r e d a t A c t o n f o r a t i m e , and i t was 

hoped t h a t i t would be p r e s e r v e d . However, o n l y t h e g a t e end s u r v i v e d , but 

i t shows c l e a r l y how t h e r e a r p l a t f o r m g a t e s w e r e o p e r a t e d . 

T h i s e x h i b i t i s u n u s u a l i n t h a t t h e f i r m w h i c h b u i l t i t was l o c a t e d i n a 

town c a l l e d R a a b , n e a r V i e n n a . As i t was i n t h e A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n E m p i r e 

i t had t h e name H u n g a r i a n R a i l w a y C a r r i a g e and Machine Works. The p o s i t i o n 

o f t h e e x h i b i t i n t h e Museum, n e a r t h e 1938 S t o c k c a b e n d , p r e s e n t s an 

i n t e r e s t i n g c o n t r a s t i n s t y l e s . 

The Road T r a n s p o r t E x h i b i t s 

T h e r e a r e two s e p a r a t e s e c t i o n s t o t h e r o a d t r a n s p o r t v e h i c l e d i s p l a y . One 

c o n s i s t s o f a p i e c e o f t r a m t r a c k on w h i c h a r e l o c a t e d t h r e e t r a m s and an 

HR2 t r a m b o g i e . The o t h e r s e c t i o n c o m p r i s e s a l l t h e b u s e s and t r o l l e y b u s e s 

a r r a n g e d i n a f a n s o a s t o a l l o w t h e b e s t p o s s i b l e a d v a n t a g e and t o f i t i n 

t h e l i m i t e d s p a c e s a v a i l a b l e . The e f f e c t i s v e r y good. As t h e h i s t o r y o f 

t h e r a i l w a y v e h i c l e s i s q u i t e w e l l known t o S o c i e t y members, n o t a s much 

s p a c e has been d e v o t e d t o them a s i s i n c l u d e d below f o r t h e road t r a n s p o r t 

v e h i c l e s . 

C l a s s E / 1 T r a m c a r No 1 0 2 5 : The E / 1 c l a s s was i n t r o d u c e d by t h e London County 

C o u n c i l Tramways i n 1 9 0 7 , and was an improved v e r s i o n o f C l a s s E , both c l a s s e s 

r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e most up t o d a t e i n b o g i e t r a m c a r d e s i g n . They had e n c l o s e d 

top d e c k s and f o u r l a r g e windows on e a c h s i d e o f both d e c k s , g i v i n g them a 

p l e a s i n g and t i d y a p p e a r a n c e . However t h e p l a t f o r m s were not e n c l o s e d . 

Between 1907 and 1912, 875 E / 1 c a r s were b u i l t , m a i n l y by t h e H u r s t N e l s o n 

and B r u s h c o m p a n i e s , but No 1025 i s one o f a s m a l l b a t c h o f 50 c a r s w h i c h 

w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e LCC a t t h e i r own w o r ks a t L e y t o n s t o n e . I n t h e I 9 2 0 ' s 

more E / l ' s were b u i l t , making a f i n a l t o t a l o f 1050 c a r s , t h e c l a s s b e i n g 

r e g a r d e d a t one t i m e a s b e i n g t h e LCC's s t a n d a r d t r a m . 

The c a r i s e q u i p p e d w i t h maximum t r a c t i o n t r u c k s ( t h e d r i v i n g w h e e l s a r e o f 

l a r g e r d i a m e t e r t h a n t h e t r a i l i n g ) w h i c h had two motors o f 63 h.p. T h e s e 

r e p l a c e d t h e o r i g i n a l 4 2 h.p. motors a b o u t 1924. C u r r e n t was c o l l e c t e d by 

a r e v e r s i b l e p o l e from t h e o v e r h e a d l i n e , o r from t h e ground by means of a 

c o n d u i t s u p p l y t a k e n t o t h e c a r t h r o u g h a r e m o v a b l e " p l o u g h " p o s i t i o n e d 

between t h e t r u c k s . I t was s u p p o r t e d by a d e v i c e known a s a " p l o u g h c a r r i e r " . 

O r i g i n a l l y t h e c a r r i e r was a t t a c h e d t o one o f t h e t r u c k s , but i t was l a t e r 

f i x e d t o t h e body, and e x a m i n a t i o n o f No 1025's "A" end t r u c k w i l l show 

fr o m wiiere t h e o r i g i n a l c a r r i e r was removed. 

When b u i l t , t h e c a r had wooden s e a t i n g t h r o u g h o u t , l o n g i t u d i n a l " i n t h e lower 

s a l o o n and t r a n s v e r s e r e v e r s i b l e p a i r s i n t h e upper d e c k . D e c o r o f t h e 
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s a l o o n s was o f v/ood v a r n i s h . Improvements were made i n t h e 1920's d u r i n g 

t h e c o u r s e o f a ' P u l l m a n i s a t i o n ' programme, w h i c h i n c l u d e d f u l l y u p h o l s t e r e d 

s e a t i n g i n t h e lower s a l o o n , t r a n s v e r s e p^airs and s i n g l e s , a l s o c o r n e r s i d e 

b e n c h e s . C u s h i o n b a s e s were p r o v i d e d t o ' t h e upper s e a t s , a l t h o u g h the 

wooden b e n c h e s r e m a i n e d . B r i g h t e r i n t e r i o r s came w i t h t h e w h i t e p a i n t i n g 

o f c e i 1 i n g s . 

E x t e r n a l l y t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f 1025 d i d n o t a l t e r g r e a t l y d u r i n g i t s l o n g 

l i f e . P l a t f o r m s c r e e n s were f i t t e d i n 1 9 3 8 , and a t some t i m e i n l a t e r 

y e a r s p l a i n p a n e l l i n g between dec(<s, r e p l a c e d t h e o r i g i n a l , t h a t had 

a t t r a c t i v e frame m o u l d i n g s . 

1025 was a l w a y s a S o u t h London c a r , s p e n d i n g m o s t , i f n o t a l l o f i t s 

kS y e a r s s e r v i c e a t New C r o s s d e p o t , r u n n i n g f i n a l l y on 6 t h J a n u a r y 1952 

on r o u t e 74 ( B l a c k f r i a r s - Grove P a r k ) soon a f t e r w h i c h i t made a f i n a l 

v i s i t t o C h a r l t o n works t o be r e n o v a t e d f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n . I n t h e s p r i n g 

i t was t a k e n t o R e i g a t e Bus Garage f o r s t o r a g e , r e m a i n i n g u n t i l t h e s e t t i n g 

up o f t h e Museum o f B r i t i s h T r a n s p o r t a t C l a p h a m , when i t j o i n e d trams from 

v a r i o u s o t h e r s y s t e m s , on a s i t e where u n t i l 1951 t h e r e had been a t r a m d e p o t . 

I n 1973 came a f u r t h e r move, t h i s t i m e t o Syon P a r k where i t s t a y e d u n t i l 

2 1 s t J u l y 1 9 7 9 , moving t o C o v e n t Garden d u r i n g t h e e v e n i n g and e n t e r i n g 

t h e Museum i n t h e e a r l y h o u r s o f t h e 2 2 n d . 

1025 was e x t e r n a l l y r e p a i n t e d d u r i n g L t s l a s t months a t Syon P a r k , and i s 

f i n i s h e d i n g e n e r a l d e t a i l a s when f i n a l l y i n s e r v i c e . R o u t e number p l a t e s , 

and d e s t i n a t i o n b l i n d s a r e u s u a l l y s e t o u t f o r r o u t e ko. 

Open B a l c o n y Tram 2 9 0 : F o r m e r l y West Ham C o r p o r a t i o n number 1 0 2 , i t 

e n t e r e d s e r v i c e i n J a n u a r y 1910. A p r o d u c t o f t h e U n i t e d E l e c t r i c C a r 

Company o f P r e s t o n , t h i s s t y l e o f t r a m was commonplace on m u n i c i p a l 

s y s t e m s . The s h o r t body i s mounted on a 7 f t wheel b a s e , f o u r w h e e l e d 

Peckham R7 t r u c k . By c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t h e E / 1 i t i s o f a n t i q u e a p p e a r a n c e 

a l t h o u g h i t was i n t r o d u c e d o v e r two y e a r s a f t e r t h e f i r s t o f t h e LCC 

c l a s s . O r i g i n a l l y t h e r e were s i x d rop windows on e a c h s i d e o f t h e lower 

s a l o o n , but i n 1922 t h e s e were r e p l a c e d w i t h t h r e e l a r g e r windows 

m a t c h i n g t h o s e o f t h e upper d e c k . 

Upon t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e L P T B , t h e West Ham c a r s a t f i r s t r e t a i n e d t h e i r 

s t o c k numbers but w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n o f t h e S u f f i x l e t t e r H. L a t e r , a l l 

non e x LCC c a r s t o o k v a c a n t numbers i n o r from an e x t e n s i o n o f t h e LCC 

s e r i e s . Thus 102H became 2 9 0 , w h i c h i n LCC d a y s had a l s o been a f o u r 

w h e e l e d c a r but o f c l a s s C. I t c o n t i n u e d t o work from West Ham d e p ot 

u n t i l e a r l y i n 1938 b e i n g one o f t h e l a s t s i n g l e t r u c k t r a m s i n London 

and moves t o p r e s e r v e an example were s u c c e s s f u l , and i t was s e n t t o 

H o l l o w a y depot f o r s t o r a g e . Ar a l a t e r d a t e i t was t r a n s f e r e d t o Nev/ C r o s s 

Depot where i t r e m a i n e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e war y e a r s and f o r some t i m e a f t e r ­

w a r d s . 

I n 1 9 5 2 , i t moved i n t o C h a r l t o n Works f o r r e n o v a t i o n , and t h e n w i t h t h e 

n e w l y p r e s e r v e d number 1 0 2 5 , went o f f t o R e i g a t e f o r f u r t h e r s t o r a g e . 

I t s s u b s e q u e n t h i s t o r y i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f 1 0 2 5 , m o v i n g t t o C o v e n t Garden 

o v e r S a t u r d a y and Sunday l 4 t h / 1 5 t h J u l y 1979. Of i t s 70 y e a r s o f e x i s t e n c e 

o v e r f o r t y have been a s p r e s e r v e d , b e i n g one o f t h e f i r s t e l e c t r i c trams 

t o be s a v e d f o r p o s t e r i t y . 

M e t r o p o l i t a n Type U.C.C. 355 ( F e l t h a m T r a m c a r s ) : 355 i s one o f a hundred 

t y p e U.C.C. t r a m c a r s known a s " F e l t h a m s " , t h a t were b u i l t by t h e Union 

C o n s t r u c t i o n Company from December 1930, a t t h a t f i r m ' s F e l t h a m f a c t o r y , 

hence t h e name g i v e n t o t h e s e c a r s . 54 were s u p p l i e d t o t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 
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E l e c t r i c T r a m w a y s , o f w l i i c h 355 i s o n e . Otiners w e r e b u i l t f o r t h e London 

U n i t e d Tramways. The Met. F e l t h a m ' s e n t e r e d S e r v i c e from F e b r u a r y 1 9 3 1 , 

r u n n i n g o u t o f F i n c h l e y D e p o t . 

Of i m p r e s s i v e d e s i g n , e n h a n c e d by t h e i r kO f e e t l e n g t h , t h e y were a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e s t e p f o r w a r d cn p r e v i o u s M.E.T. and L.U.T. t r a m s , h a v i n g 

c o m f o r t a b l e s e a t i n g f o r 64 and l a r g e a r e a s o f s t a n d i n g s p a c e w h i c h would 

accomodate a t l e a s t 20 p a s s e n g e r s . D r i v e r s were s e a t e d i n a c a b i n w h i c h 

was s e p a r a t e d from t h e p a s s e n g e r s t a n d i n g a r e a . E x i t s were p r o v i d e d a t 

both f r o n t and r e a r . 

The i d e n t i t y o f 355 was t o be s h o r t - l i v e d , o n l y r e m a i n i n g a s s u c h u n t i l 

renumbered by t h e LPTB a s 2 0 9 9 . A l s o s h o r t - l i v e d was I t s s t a y on t h e r o u t e s 

f o r w h i c h i t was b u i l t a s t r o l l e y b u s e s soon tooi< o v e r , number 2099 g o i n g 

o v e r t o S t r e a t h a m i n March 1 9 3 8 , t o w h i c h p l a c e u l t i m a t e l y a l l t h e c l a s s 

(M.E.T. and L.U.T. ) became a l l o c a t e d . 

About a y e a r b e f o r e t h e f i r s t s t a g e o f t h e p o s t - w a r t r a m t o bus c o n v e r s i o n 

s c h e m e , 2099 l e f t London f o r L e e d s where i t was t e s t e d , and used f o r 

i n i t i a l d r i v e r £ r a i n i n g p r i o r t o t h e main b a t c h o f c a r s a r r i v i n g . A t o t a l 

o f 92 went t o L e e d s 209S becoming t h e f i r s t c a r i n t h e numbering s e r i e s 

a s 5 0 1 . L e s s t h a n a d e c a d e l a t e r , t h e t r a m s i n L e e d s a l s o came t o an e n d , 

and 501 became t h e s u b j e c t o f a p r i v a t e p r e s e r v a t i o n s c h e m e , r e t u r n i n g t o 

London o f 3 r d December 1959 when i t was g i v e n a home a t t h e Museum o f 

B r i t i s h T r a n s p o r t a t C l a p h a m . T h e r e t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n g r a n t r e s t o r e d i t 

f a i t h f u l l y t o M.E.T. 355 l i v e r y a s i t s t a r t e d n e a r l y 30 y e a r s b e f o r e h a n d . 

As w i t h t h e o t h e r t r a m s , 355 went i n 1973 t o Syon P a r k and on t o C o v e n t 

Garden on 7 t h / 8 t h J u l y 1979. 

K.2. T r o l l e y b u s No.1253: One o f 300 K l and K2 t r o l l e y b u s e s c o n s t r u c t e d between 

O c t o b e r 19i5o and t h e f o l l o w i n g J u n e , i t e n t e r e d s e r v i c e e a r l y i n March 1 9 3 9 , 

a t t h e h e i g h t of a b a n d o n i n g o f t h e N o r t h London Tramway n e t w o r k . The K c l a s s 

v e h i c l e i n c o r p o r a t e d both c h a s s i s and body by L e y l a n d . Motors were s u p p l i e d 

by M e t r o p o l i t a n V i c k e r s , As a K2 No. 1253 has a E n g l i s h E l e c t r i c c o n t r o l l e r . 

F o r most o f i t s w o r k i n g l i f e 1253 was a l l o c a t e d t o Hackney ( l a t e r C l a p t o n ) 

d e p o t , g o i n g t h e r e i n June 1939 and w o r k i n g on r o u t e s 555, 581 and 677. 

When b u s e s t o o k o v e r i n A p r i l 1 959, i t was t r a n s f e r e d t o W a l t h a m s t o w , s t a y i n g 

t h e r e f o r j u s t o v e r a y e a r and i n A p r i l I96O i t went t o i t s f i n a l d e p o t a t 

Wood G r e e n . E a r l y i n I 9 6 I i t was s e l e c t e d a s t h e s p e c i m e n t r o l l e y b u s f o r 

t h e museum o f B r i t i i s h T r a n s p o r t , r e p l a c i n g t h e p r e v i o u s c h o i c e w h i c h was 

C2 No. 2 6 0 . T r a n s f e r t o Clapham was done i n t h e May b u t i t s s t a y was s h o r t , 

a s i n 1963 i t went i n t o s t o r e i n Wandsworth g a r a g e . 

I t r e m a i n e d a t Wandsworth u n t i l s e n t away f o r r e p a i n t i n g p r i o r t o g o i n g t o 

t h e London T r a n s p o r t C o l l e c t i o n a t Syon P a r k i n 1973. I t s s t a y t h e r e was 

a l s o s h o r t a s i t soon went i n t o s t o r e a t - C a m b e r w e l I G a r a g e . D u r i n g 1979 
i t v i s i t e d B e x l e y h e a t h and S t o c k w e l l G a r a g e s on open d a y s p r i o r f o r i t s 

e n t e r i n g Aldenham f o r r e p a i r and r e p a i n t a f t e r w h i c h Clapham became home 

a g a i n f o r a s h o r t w h i l e . I t a r r i v e d a t C o v e n t Garden a t dawn on 2 8 t h 

J a n u a r y t h i s y e a r and i s d i s p l a y e d w i t h r o u t e b l i n d s a p p r o p r i a t e t o C l a p t o n 

d e p o t . 

NS 1995 J u s j _ When i n t r o d u c e d i n 1923 t h e NS t y p e , a l t h o u g h s t i l l on s o l i d 

t y r e s , w i t h open t o p and o u t s i d e s t a i r c a s e , r e p r e s e n t e d a s i g n i f i c a n t f o r w a r d 

s t e p i n t h e p r o g r e s s i n motor bus d e s i g n . I t was t h e t r a n s i t i o n from t h e 

e a r l y t y p e s t o t h e l a t e r mubh improved d e s i g n s . A l l o w a n c e had been made 

f o r c o v e r e d t o p s t o be i n c l u d e d , but p o l i c e r e g u l a t i o n s a t t h e t i m e d i d 
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n o t a l l o w t h e s e t o be f i t t e d u n t i l a b o u t 1925 when most o f t h e c l a s s were 

g i v e n t h i s improvement. L a t e r , i n 1 9 2 8 , a f u r t h e r improvement came when t h e y 

were f i t t e d w i t h new w h e e l s h a v i n g p n e u m a t i c t y r e s , a l t h o u g h many o f them 

r e t a i n e d t h e i r s o l i d t y r e s u n t i l a s l a t e a s 1937 . NS 1995 i s o f t h e p n e u m a t i c 

t y r e d v a r i e t y , and was amongst t h e l a s t t o be w i t h d r a w n , i n November 1937 . 

As w i t h many o f t h e o t h e r p r e s e r v e d b u s e s t h e NS was s t o r e d o u t o f London 

d u r i n g t h e w a r , and i t i s remembered a s b e i n g s e e n a t S t a i n e s g a r a g e about 

19^2. I t r e m a i n e d i n s t o r e , a l t h o u g h l a t e r a t R e i g a t e , u n t i l r e q u i r e d a s 

an e x h i b i t a t t h e Clapham museum. When t h a t e s t a b l i s h m e n t c l o s e d e a r l y i n 

1 9 7 3 , t h e NS went t o Aldenham f o r r e s t o r a t i o n and r e n o v a t i o n . Soon a f t e r i t 

was s e e n a t bus d i s p l a y s , i n w o r k i n g o r d e r , b e i n g d r i v e n from and t o i t s new 

home a t Syon P a r k . 

D u r i n g t h e " 1 5 0 Y e a r s o f London B u s e s " c e l e b r a t i o n s o f 1 9 7 9 , t h e NS t o o k 

p a r t i n t h e E a s t e r P a r a d e and t h e c e l e b r a t i o n r u n from London W a l l t o Hyde 

P a r k . Under i t s own power i t made i t s own way from Clapham t o C o v e n t Garden 

on t h e 7 t h March l a s t . I t i s d i s p l a y e d a s on Route 29 t o V i c t o r i a S t a t i o n , 

G r e en L i n e 7T7 C o a c h T 2 1 9 : S u r v i v i n g f r o m t h e e a r l y G r e e n L i n e bus f l e e t , 

T 219 r e p r e s e n t s t h e G r e e n L i n e "image" o f t h e e a r l y and m i d d l e 1 9 3 0 ' s . 

E n t e r i n g s e r v i c e from 1931 o u t o f Romford g a r a g e , i t l a s t e d u n t i l March 1939 
when i t was one o f t h e l a s t t o be s u p e r s e d e d by more modern t y p e s . F o l l o w ­

in g a s h o r t p e r i o d i n s t o r e w h i c h l a s t e d u n t i l a f t e r t h e s t a r t o f t h e w a r , 

i t was c o n v e r t e d t o a s t a f f a m b u l a n c e , t a k i n g t h e number 428W, and i n t h i s 

g u i s e s e r v e d f o r a w h i l e a t G o l d e r s Green d e p o t . A f t e r t h e war i t became 

T 2 I 9 a g a i n , but a s a bus a t Amersham g a r a g e . D u r i n g t h e n e x t few y e a r s i t s 

l o c a t i o n f r e q u e n t l y changed e v e n t u a l l y f i n i s h i n g up a t H o unslow, b e i n g 

w i t h d r a w n from t h e r e a t t h e end o f March 1950. I t was s e l e c t e d f o r p r e s e r ­

v a t i o n and was s e n t t o R e i g a t e f o r s t o r a g e w i t h t h e o t h e r p r e s e r v e d v e h i c l e s . 

E x t e r n a l r e s t o r a t i o n t o 1931 Green L i n e c o a c h c o n d i t i o n came w i t h i t s 

i n c l u s i o n i n t h e Clapham Museum C o l l e c t i o n . B e i n g i n r u n n i n g o r d e r i t 

was e n t e r e d i n some o f t h e e a r l y HCVC r u n s t o B r i g h t o n , 

From 1973 t o 1978 i t was e x h i b i t e d a t Syon P a r k and i n J u l y 1979 was a t 

t h e J u l y v e h i c l e p a r a d e . 

A t C o v e n t Garden i t i s d i s p l a y e d i n t h e r e s t o r e d c o n d i t i o n a s d e s c r i b e d 

a b o v e . 

C o u n t r y Bus ST 8 2 1 ; F o l l o w i n g t h e LT t y p e a s h o r t two a x l e v e r s i o n was 

i n t r o d u c e d i n 1930 coded a s S T . The body s t y l e was s i m i l a r t o t h e L T , and 

mounted on an A.E.C. I^^gsnt c h a s s i s w i t h a p e t r o l e n g i n e , 

ST 821 went t o a s u b s i d i a r y o f the G e n e r a l , and became a C o u n t r y A r e a bus 

under t h e a u s p i c e s o f t h e L P T B , h a v i n g a s m a l l s u f f i x l e t t e r B ( b u s ) added 

t o i t s s t o c k number. 

As d e s i g n e d t h e S t had a r e c t a n g u l a r i n d i c a t o r b o x , w h i c h a l l o w e d o n l y 

number and d e s t i n a t i o n , and t h e s e were r e p l a c e d by a d e e p e r v a r i e t y t o 

p e r m i t d i s p l a y o f more i n f o r m a t i o n , but ST 821 e s c a p e d t h i s t r e a t m e n t , and 

was s t i l l r e t a i n i n g ' t h e s m a l l i n d i c a t o r box^as s u c h when iwtthdravtr.'in 1 9^9, 

s t i l l a s a C o u n t r y bus a t W a t f o r d . P r e s e r v a t i o n f o l l o w e d , p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e 

o f i t s o r i g i n a l d e s i g n f e a t u r e , and t h e bus was p a i n t e d i n t o C e n t r a l r e d 

and w h i t e . 

W h i l s t p a r t o f t h e Clapham C o l l e c t i o n i t was u s e d f o r f i l m i n g , and " G e n e r a l " 

s t i c k e r s were a p p l i e d o v e r t h e LT f l e a t f f a m e , t h e s e b e i n g r e t a i n e d d u r i n g 
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t h e Syon P a r k p e r i o d . A 1979 r e n o v a t i o n saw t h e v e h i c l e r e s t o r e d a s a 

C o u n t r y b u s , i n d e n t i f i e d a g a i n a s ST 8 2 1B, i n Green and W h i t e l i v e r y , w i t h 

W a t f o r d a r e a b l i n d s . 

R e p l i c a . S h i 1 1 i b e e r H o r s e Bus^. The 51 y e a r o l d v e t e r a n i s a r e p l i c a , b u i l t 

i n 1929 o f ^ t h e e a r l l e s t London "Omnibus", t h a t o p e r a t e d , by George S h i l l i b e e r 

100 y e a r s b e f o r e . The r e p l i c a , c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e L.G.O.C. a t C h i s w i c k W o r k s , 

i s a s i m p l e c o v e r e d c a r r i a g e , s e a t i n g a b o u t 2 0 , r e q u i r i n g t h e power o f t h r e e 

h o r s e s f o r h a u l a g e . 

The Omnibus C e n t e n a r y o f J u l y 1 9 2 9 , was t h e r e a s o n f o r t h i s r e - c r e a t i o n , 

and a f t e r c a r r y i n g p a s s e n g e r s f o r a few d a y s o v e r a r o u t e s i m i l a r t o 

S h i l l i b e e r ' s i t was t h e s t a r o f t h e main e v e n t s o f 6 t h J u l y . 

F o r t h e n e x t kO y e a r s or s o i t was s t o r e d , and v e r y r a r e l y s e e n o n l y b e i n g 

on p u b l i c e x h i b i t i o n w i t h t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e Museum of B r i t i s h T r a n s p o r t 

i n 196 , l a t e r t h e London T r a n s p o r t C o l l e c t i o n a t Syon P a r k from 1973 t o 

1 9 7 8 . 

I n 1979 f o r t h e 150 y e a r s o f London Buses e v e n t s , t h e S h i l l i b e e r was e x t e r n a l l y 

c o m p l e t e l y r e n o v a t e d , and i n r e s p l e n d e n t c o n d i t i o n headed t h e A n n i v e r s a r y 

p r o c e s s i o n o f 8 t h J u l y from t h e C i t y t o Hyde P a r k , I n November i t made 

a n o t h e r a p p e a r a n c e when i t t o o k p a r t i n t h e L o r d Mayor's Show, 

T i l l i n g H o r s e Bus N 0 . I 8 5 I : The o l d e s t road v e h i c l e i n t h e Museum i s t h e 

1851 d o u b l e d e c k h o r s e b u s , b u i l t and o p e r a t e d by t h e w e l l known Peckham 

f i r m , Thomas T i l l i n g and f e a t u r e s t h e b a c k t o b a c k s e a t i n g on t h e upper 

d e c k , known a s t h e " K n i f e b o u n d " t y p e . The bus was n o r m a l l y h a u l e d by two 

h o r s e s , but a t h i r d c o u l d be a t t a c h e d f o r c l i m b i n g h i l l s . 

T i l l i n g used i t f o r o v e r kO y e a r s i n London, a f t e r w h i c h i t t o o k up l e s s 

a r d u o u s d u t i e s i n S u s s e x f o r a b o u t a n o t h e r 20 y e a r s , when i t was s e t a s i d e 

but f o r t u n a t e l y not b r o k e n up. D u r i n g t h e 1920's i t s h i s t o r i c v a l u e was 

r e c o g n i s e d , and i t was b r o u g h t back t o London f o r r e s t o r a t i o n . As w i t h t h e 

S h i l l i b e e r i t f e a t u r e d i n t h e Omnibus C e n t e n a r y e v e n t s o f 1 9 2 9 . Seen o n l y 

o c c a s i o n a l y a f t e r w a r d s , u n t i l becoming p a r t o f t h e Clapham C o l l e c t i o n i n 

t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 ' s , By t h e time i t e n t e r e d Syon P a r k i n 1973 i t was o v e r 

120 y e a r s o l d , and became t h e s u b j e c t o f v e r y t h o r o u g h , but d i f f i c u l t 

r e n o v a t i o n , b e i n g f a i t h f u l l y r e s t o r e d i n t h e g r e e n and c ream T i l l i n g 

l i v e r y w i t l i t h e " T i m e s " f l e e t n a m e on t h e lower p a n e l . 

Garden S e a t H o r s e Bus: The l a t e s t o f t h e t h r e e h o r s e buses i s t h e " G e n e r a l " 

o f t h e e a r l y 1 8 9 0 ' s , a l a r g e r v e h i c l e t h a n t h e e a r l i e r T i l l i n g , e v i d e n c e o f 

w h i c h a r e t h e g r e a t e r number o f a n d l a r g e r windows t o t h e lower d e c k . The 

The t y p e name o f t h e b u s , l i k e t h e " K n i f e b o a r d " was d e t e r m i n e d by t h e upper 

d e c k s e a t i n g . F o r w a r d f a c i n g s e a t s t h a t were l i k e n e d t o t h o s e i n g a r d e n s , 

b r o u g h t a b o u t t h e d e s c r i p t i o n "Garden S e a t " f o r t h e s e , l a t e r and amongst 

t h e l a s t h o r s e b u s e s . 

A f t e r about 20 y e a r s s e r v i c e , t h e v e h i c l e on d i s p l a y was s o l d o f f as a 

r e s i d e n c e , r e t u r n i n g t o t h e G e n e r a l i n t i m e t o be r e s t o r e d f o r t h e 1929 
e v e n t s . S u b s e q u e n t l y i t s h i s t o r y has been s i m i l a r t o t h e o t h e r h o r s e b u s e s , 

b e i n g on d i s p l a y a t Clapham and Syon P a r k , 

'B' Type /Open Top Bus/ B 3 ^ 0 ; The e a r l i e s t motor bus i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n i s 

t h e 1911 example o f t h e c e l e b r a t e d 'B' t y p e of w h i c h o v e r 5000 were o p e r a t e d 

by t h e LGOC, and were a p i o n e e r i n g a c h i e v e m e n t o f motor bus s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n . 

B u i l t by t h e G e n e r a l a t t h e i r w o r k s a t W a l t h a m s t o w , i t has a wood and m e t al 
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c h a s s i s , and i s p o w e r e d by a 4 c y l i n d e r e n g i n e p l a c e d i n f r o n t o f t h e 

d r i v i n g p l a t f o r m ( N o r m a l C o n t r o l ) , T h e b o d y , o f h o r s e bus i n f l u e n c e , 

i s c a r r i e d h i g h on t h e c h a s s i s , and h a s s e a t s f o r 3'+, o f w h i c h l 8 a r e on 

t h e open u p p e r d e c k . 

T h e B t y p e a r e p e r h a p s b e s t remembered f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e i n E u r o p e d u r i n g 

t h e G r e a t W a r , t a k i n g t r o o p s t o and f r o m t h e b a t t l e f i e l d s . A n o t h e r o f t h e 

t y p e , B43 ' O l e B i l l ' , w as k e p t a s a r e m i n d e r o f t h o s e d a y s , and i s now a t t h e 

I m p e r i a l War Museum. B 3 4 0 , h o w e v e r , d i d n o t go a b r o a d , b u t w e n t i n t o w a r 

s e r v i c e on t h e home f r o n t f o r a c o u p l e o f y e a r s , r e t u r n i n g a s a bus by t h e 

e n d o f 1916. 

W i t h d r a w a l came i n 1 9 2 4 , a f t e r a s h o r t w o r k i n g l i f e o f 13 y e a r s , when l a r g e r 

and i m p r o v e d b u s e s w e r e b e i n g p r o d u c e d . 

Now i n i t s 5 6 t h y e a r o f p r e s e r v a t i o n , i t i s h o n o u r e d t o h a v e a w h i t e u n i f o r m e d 

' d r i v e r ' , t h e m o u s t a c h e d e f f i g y w e a r i n g an a p p r o p r i a t e LGOC s u m m e r t i m e i s s u e . 

I t i s e x h i b i t e d i n t h e e a r l i e r G e n e r a l m o t o r bus l i v e r y o f r e d , l i n e d o u t 

i n b l a c k , w i t h w h i t e r e l i e f . 

LGOC Open Top Bus No. Kklk: T h e s e c o n d and l a r g e r o f t h e open t o p p e d b u s e s 

i s Kklh, and i s a c o m b i n a t i o n o f AEC c h a s s i s and e n g i n e w i t h an LGOC b o d y . 

A l t h o u g h r e t a i n i n g t h e s t y l e o f t h e 'B' t y p e , i t was i n f a c t a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

a d v a n c e on t h e e a r l i e r t y p e . A new f e a t u r e was t h e p l a c i n g o f t h e d r i v i n g 

p o s i t i o n b e s i d e t h e e n g i n e ( F o r w a r d C o n t r o l ) a l l o w i n g a l o n g e r s a l o o n , 

w h i l s t a n o t h e r w a s t h e u s e o f r e a r w h e e l a r c h e s t o g i v e a l o w e r p o s i t i o n 

and w i d e r b o d y . 

O v e r 1100 K t y p e w e r e b u i l t , some a s s i n g l e d e c k e r s , and saw s e r v i c e u n t i l 

1 9 3 2 , when t h e one on d i s p l a y was s a v e d f o r p o s t e r i t y . 

I t was p u t i n t o s t o r e m a k i n g o n l y i n f r e q u e n t p u b l i c a p p e a r a n c e s a f t e r w a r d s . 

W h i l s t a t R e i g a t e g a r a g e i n t h e I 9 5 0 ' s i t was c o m p l e t e l y r e p a i n t e d . When 

t r a n s f e r e d t o t h e Museum o f B r i t i s h T r a n s p o r t a t C l a p h a m , i t was p u t i n t o 

f u l l r u n n i n g o r d e r , s u b s e q u e n t l y m a k i n g t h e j o u r n e y t o B r i g h t o n a n d b a c k 

on s e v e r a l o f t h e e a r l y H i s t o r i c C o m m e r c i a l V e h i c l e r u n s . T h e n e x t d e c a d e 

saw i t a t S y o n P a r k f r o m 1973 t o 1978, a f t e r w h i c h i t r e t u r n e d t o C l a p h a m , 

now u s e d a s a bus s t o r e , Kklk i s i n v e r y good m e c h a n i c a l o r d e r and t o o k 

p a r t i n b o t h t h e 150 y e a r s o f London B u s e s a n n i v e r s a r y r u n o f l a s t J u l y , 

a n d tine L o r d M a y o r ' s Show i n N o v e m b e r , 

On 7 t h M a r c h t h i s y e a r i t a l s o r a n u n d e r i t s own power f r o m C l a p h a m t o 

C o v e n t G a r d e n , I t i s i n t h e G e n e r a l Red and W h i t e l i v e r y , b u t w i t h o u t t h e 

p a n e l l i n i n g a s on t h e 'B' t y p e , 

6 W h e e l e d 8us LT 1 6 5 : T h i s i m p r e s s i v e bus d a t e s f r o m 1 9 3 1 , and i s a l a t e r 

v e r s i o n o f t h e t y p e t h a t o r i g i n a t e d i n 1 9 2 9 . A new s t y l e o f body mounted 

on AEC 6 w h e e l e d Renown c h a s s i s -was g i v e n t h e c o d e l e t t e r s L T , T h e f i r s t 

150 had open s t a i r c a s e s , b u t on l a t e r v e h i c l e s s u c h a s L T I 6 5 , s p a c i o u s 

e n c l o s e d p l a t f o r m s w i t h c o v e r e d s t a i r s f i n a l l y b r o k e away f r o m p r e v i o u s d e s i g n s . 

A d i a s f e l o i l e n g i n e r e p l a c e d t h e o r i g i n a l p e t r o l one i n 1 9 3 8 , a s p a r t o f a 

c o n v e r s i o n programme a p p l i e d t o m o s t o f t h e d o u b l e d e c k L T ' s . 

T h e f r o n t end a p p e a r a n c e i s one o f t h r e e v a r i a t i o n s o f d e s i g n t o be s e e n 

among t h e f i r s t 9 5 0 L T ' s , and h a s a r o l l e r b l i n d i n d i c a t o r s e t i n t o t h e c a b 

t o p , w h i c h o r i g i n a l l y d i s p l a y e d r o u t e number and d e s t i n a t i o n . O t h e r p l a c e s 

on r o u t e w e r e shown p a i n t e d w h i t e on a b l a c k b o a r d b e l o w t h e u p p e r d e c k w i n d o w s , 

and e x t e r n a l l y i l l u m i n a t e d a t n i g h t . D u r i n g t h e w a r t h i s was d i s c o n t i n u e d , 
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a l l d e t a i l s b e i n g i n c l u d e d on t h e b l i n d d i s p l a y , an a r r a n g e m e n t t h a t 

became p e r m a n e n t , and t h e bus i s p r e s e r v e d i n t h i s way. 

D u r i n g t h e t h i r t i e s and f o r t i e s , t h e LT t y p e was a d a i l y s i g h t i n London 

s t r e e t s , but soon v a n i s h e d when t h e p o s t war r e p l a c e m e n t scheme got under 

way. L T I 6 5 w h i c h s t a r t e d a t M o r t l a k e g a r a g e i n 1 9 3 1 , f i n i s h e d i t s w o r k i n g 

d a y s a t L e y t o n i n A u g u s t 1 9 4 9 . 

I t j o i n e d t h e g r o w i n g c o l l e c t i o n o f p r e s e r v e d b u s e s a t R e i g a t e , g o l n g o n 

t o Clapham a d e c a d e l a t e r . L a t e r s t i l l i n 1973 i t j o i n e d t h e London T r a n s p o r t 

C o l l e c t i o n a t Syon P a r k . D u r i n g 1979 i t was f u l l y r e n o v a t e d by a p p r e n t i c e s 

a t Aldenham W o r k s , b e i n g t u r n e d o u t i n a g u i s e t o r e p r e s e n t a London bus 

d u r i n g World War Two. 

S T L No.469; I n t h e e a r l y 1930's a f u r t h e r c o m b i n a t i o n o f a n A E C p e t r o l e n g i n e d 

c h a s s i s w i t h LGOC d e s i g n e d body was c l a s s i f i e d a s S T L . The f i r s t e x a m p l e s 

were v e r y u p r i g h t and box l i k e i n a p p e a r a n c e . 

A l a t e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f w h i c h STL 4 6 9 i s an e x a m p l e , was made by c o n s t r u c t i n g 

a body w i t h a p r o n o u n c e d . l e a n b a c k w a r d s t o t h e f r o n t , a bout 400 o f t h e s e 

b e i n g b u i l t , t a k i n g t h e STL from LGOC i n t o London T r a n s p o r t i n f l u e n c e . 

Under t h e LPTB a compromise was r e a c h e d , t h e f r o n t s s l o p i n g t o a l e s s e r 

d e g r e e , and t h e 2 0 0 0 or s o t h a t were produced became t h e s t a n d a r d p r e ­

war b u s . I n 1939 i n k e e p i n g w i t h v e h i c l e s b e i n g c u r r e n t l y b u i l t STL 4 6 9 
was f i t t e d w i t h a d i e s e l e n g i n e . Not a l l t h e s e e a r l i e r S T L ' s were c o n v e r t e d 

and t h e f i r s t S T L ' s w i t h box b o d i e s a l l r e m a i n e d p e t r o l u n t i l w i t h d r a w n . 

When new i n 1934 STL 469 was a l l o c a t e d t o C h a l k F a r m , a g a r a g e a t w h i c h t h i s 

v a r i a t i o n o f S T l was common f o r many y e a r s . I t was s t i l l t o be found a t 

C h a l k Farm a f t e r t h e w a r , but i n 1951 was t r a n s f e r e d t o B a r k i n g g a r a g e . 

When w i t h d r a w n i n 1954, i t had c o m p l e t e d a p e r i o d o f C o u n t r y A r e a s e r v i c e 

a t D a r t f o r d . 

As p r e s e n t e d a t C o v e n t G a r d e n , i t i s i n t h e p o s t war l i v e r y o f red w i t h c r e a m 

w a i s t band and upper d e c k window f r a m e s . F e a t u r e d i s a r e s t r i c t e d u s e o f 

t h e f r o n t and r e a r i n d i c a t o r b o x e s , w h i c h a l t h o u g h a war t i m e measure l a s t e d 

u n t i l t h e e a r l y 1 9 5 0 ' s . U n t i l t h e r e c e n t r e p a i n t a t A ldenham, t h e l i v e r y 

had been t h e l a t e r v e r s i o n , w i t h upper window f r a m e s p a i n t e d r e d , and w i t h 

a l l i n d i c a t o r box a p e t u r e s i n u s e . 

C o u n t r y Bus Q . .55: D e s p i t e i t s modern a p p e a r a n c e , Q55 d a t e s from 1 9 3 5 , when 

i t e n t e r e d t h e s e r v i c e o f t h e C o u n t r y Bus Department a t Swanley G a r a g e . 

The need t o u t i l i s e t h e s p a c e a t t h e f r o n t o f b u s e s , b r ought about i n 1 9 3 2 , 
t h e A.E.C. 'Q' t y p e o f c h a s s i s , i n w h i c h t h e e n g i n e was r e p o s i t i o n e d on 

t h e o f f s i d e , j u s t b e h i n d t h e f r o n t a x l e , i n i t i a l l y t h e LGOC o p e r a t e d a Q 

s i n g l e d e c k bus on a c e n t r a l London r o u t e , and w i t h i n a few y e a r s London 

T r a n s p o r t were o p e r a t i n g 2 3 3 e x a m p l e s w i t h v a r i o u s body t y p e s , t o s u i t boibh 

C o u n t r y and c e n t r a l bus w o r k , a s w e l l a s a number of Green L i n e c o a c h e s . 

The Q t y p e v e h i c l e s were g e n e r a l l y s i n g l e d e c k , but 4 d o u b l e / d e c k b u s e s 

e p e r a t e d i n pre-war d a y s . A d o u b l e d e c k Green L i n e c o a c h v e r s i o n was a l s o 

b u i l t , but o n l y saw a s h o r t p e r i o d o f s e r v i c e . 

Q. 55 i s o f a u n i q u e body t y p e , f e a t u r i n g an u n l e v e l r o o f l i n e , s l o p i n g 

downwards from f r o n t t o b a c k . 

The C o u n t r y 'Q's were among t h e l a s t o f t h e pre-war bus t y p e s t o be w i t h d r a w n 

Q 55 l a s t r u n n i n g i n s e r v i c e i n A p r i l 1953 from R e i g a t e g a r a g e . 
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' D i d d l e r ' T r o l l e y b u s N o . I . C l a s s A . l ; P a i n t e d i n London T r a n s p o r t l i v e r y 

T r o l l e y b u s 1 . was t h e f i r s t ; : i n l i n e o f t h e l a r g e s t t r o l l e y b u s f l e e t i n 

B r i t a i n , w h i c h c o n s i s t e d o f o v e r I80O v e h i c l e s . 

New t o t h e London U n i t e d Tramways i n J a n u a r y 1 9 3 1 , i t was t h e l e a d e r o f 60 
s u c h t r o l l e y b u s e s b u i l t by t h e Union C o n s t r u c t i o n Company, and a l l o c a t e d 

t o F u l w e l l d e p o t , f o r u s e on r o u t e s i n t h e K i n g s t o n a r e a . T r o l l e y b u s e s 

were c h o s e n f o r t h i s d i s t r i c t , f a l l i n g i n t o l i n e w i t h a p o l i c y o f u s i n g t h i s 

t y p e o f v e h i c l e f o r t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f o u t o f d a t e t r a m s , where lower t r a f f i c 

l e v e l s d i d not w a r r a n t t h e use o f t h e h i g h c a p a c i t y " F e l t h a m " t r a m s . 

F o r r e a s o n s t h a t were o b s c u r e t h e y became known u n o f f i c i a l l y a s " D i d d l e r s " 

but o f f i c i a l l y t h e f i r s t 35 were c l a s s A L , w h i l e t h e r e m a i n i n g 25 were 

c l a s s i f i e d a s A.2. They were v e r y much a h y b r i d between bus and t r a m , t h e 

s i x w h e e l e d c h a s s i s b e i n g a g e n e r a l l y s i m i l a r one t o t h a t o f t h e LT t y p e 

b u s , e v e n t o t h e e l e c t r i c motor b e i n g l o c a t e d forwiards i n t h e t h e n u n u s u a l 

p o s i t i o n f o r a bus e n g i n e . E l e c t r i c a l e quipment was by E n g l i s h E l e c t r i c , 

and a s an A . l . t h e s u v i v o r has an 8 0 H.P. m o t o r . 

No.l r a n f o r 18 y e a r s on r o u t e s from F u l w e l l d e p o t , b e i n g w i t h d r a w n i n 

1 9 4 9 , and s e n t t o R e i g a t e bus g a r a g e f o r s t o r a g e . I n March I 9 6 I i t was 

moved t o Clapham where i t r e m a i n e d u n t i l F e b r u a r y 1 9 7 3 , e x c e p t f o r a few 

d a y s i n May 1 9 6 2 , when i t r e t u r n e d t o F u l w e l l t o p e r f o r m a s i n g l e j o u r n e y 

from Twickenham t o K i n g s t o n , on t h e a f t e r n o o n o f 8 t h May 1 9 6 2 , t h e l a s t 

day o f t r o l l e y b u s o p e r a t i o n i n London. On a r r i v a l a t K i n g s t o n i t was 

h a s t i l y towed back t o C l a p h a m , not t o emerge a g a i n f o r n e a r l y 11 y e a r s . 

W h i l s t l a t e r r e s i d e n t a t Syon P a r k , i n 1975 i t p a i d a v i s i t t o Aldenham 

W o r k s , where a v e r y n e c e s s a r y r e p a i r f o l l o w e d by r e p a i n t i n g was c a r r i e d 

o u t . 

S i n c e May 1962 i t had been e x h i b i t e d w i t h ' L a s t Day' d e s t i n a t i o n box d i s p l a y s , 

but a t C o v e n t Garden i t now has p r o p e r i n d i c a t o r s r e l a t i n g t o r o u t e s from 

F u l w e l l D e p o t . 

A.E.C./Park R o y a l RT 4 8 2 5 : One o f t h e most g r a c e f u l bus d e s i g n s o f a l l t i m e , 

t!ie RT was t h e t y p i c a l London d o u b l e d e c k e r o f t h e 1 9 5 0 ' s . 

Between 1947 and 1954 , no l e s s t h a n 4 6 7 4 b u s e s o f t h i s t y p e were p r o d u c e d , 

and a d d i n g on t h e 151 e a r l i e r RT's b r o u g h t a b o u t a. grand t o t a l o f 4 8 2 5 . 
T h i s f a c t i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i d e n t i t y o f t h e RT a t C o v e n t G a r d e n , w h i c h 

b e a r s t h e h i g h e s t bonnet number o f t h e s e r i e s - R T 4 8 2 5 . 

The c h a s s i s i s t h e A E C , R e g e n t MKl11,0961 model i n c o r p o r a t i n g a 9.6 l i t r e 

AEC A204 e n g i n e . T r a n s m i s s i o n i s o f t h e f l u i d f l y w h e e l t y p e . 

The body has t h e l a t e r s t a n d a r d i n d i c a t o r d i s p l a y a r r a n g e m e n t o f t h r e e 

a p e r t u r e s g r a f t e d t o g e t h e r b e n e a t h t h e upper d e c k f r o n t windovj, T h i s 

a r r a n g e m e n t was r e s t o r e d i n 1 9 4 9 , h a v i n g been used p r e v i o u s l y i n t h e 1930's 

on t h e e a r l i e r members o f t h e STL t y p e (As STL 4 6 9 ) , I n t h e m e a ntime, on 

t h e l a t e r S T L , and e a r l i e r RT v e h i c l e s , t h e r o u t e number was p o s i t i o n e d i n 

t h e r o o f dome g i v i n g t h e s e b u s e s t h e name o f " L i g h t h o u s e s " . A d i f f e r e n c e 

t o t h e grouped i n d i c a t o r s o f t h e e a r l i e r STL's- i s t h e s i t i n g o f t h e r o u t e 

numbers on t h e t j e a r s i d e , w h e r e a s on t h e STL i t was o f f s i d e . The RM t y p e 

r e t u r n e d t o t h e STL a r r a n g e m e n t , w h i l s t t h e DMS e t c , have t h e RT l a y o u t . 

A t t h e Museum, c o m p a r i s o n c a n be made between t h e RT and STL i n d i c a t i o n 

a r r a n g e m e n t s , a s t h e two t y p e s s t a n d t o g e t h e r . The body of RT8/2 v a r i a t i o n , 

i s o f P a r k R o y a l m a n u f a c t u r e , and numbered 3 4 7 7 . When new i n November 1953 

i t was mounted on t h e c h a s s i s o f R T 4 5 00. F o r i t s i n c l u s i o n i n t h e London 

T r a n s p o r t Museum RT4825 was r e p a i n e d a t Aldenham d u r i n g 1979. 
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S m c L l e D e c k RF Bus No. 537; i n 1950 a t r i a l was made w i t i i a bus i i i r e d f r o m A . E . C , 

a s t l i e ' p r o t o t y p e f o r t h e new R e g a l Mark I V c h a s s i s . S u b s e q u e n t l y o r d e r s f o r v e h i c l e s 

b a s e d o n t h i s p r o t o t y p e a m o u n t i n g t o 700 w e r e p l a c e d . T h e f i r s t o f t h e s e was 

d e l i v e r e d i n 1951 and w^s c o d e d R F . T h e bus had a 9 . 6 l i t r e 125 B.H.P. e n g i n e 

m ounted h o r i z o n t a l l y u n d e r t h e f l o o r . T h e t r a n s m i s s i o n was b a s i c a l l y t h a t w h i c h was 

f i t t e d t o t h e RT t y p e . 

V a r i o u s d i f f e r e n t body v e r s i o n s w e r e b u i l t I n c l u d i n g a p r i v a t e h i r e t y p e w h i c h had 

g l a s s p a n e l s i n t h e r o o f , a c o u n t r y bus t y p e w i t h an a i r o p e r a t e d d oor and a C e n t r a l 

A r e a t y p e w i t h o n l y a d o o r o p e n i n g . L a t e r a n o t h e r t y p e was i n t r o d u c e d w h i c h had a 

s p e c i a l body f o r o p e r a t i n g t h e B.E.A. f l e e t o f c o a c h e s . 

O r i g i n a l l y a l ! t h e RF b u s e s w e r e r e q u i r e d t o h a v e a t w o man c r e w b u t f r o m 1954 some 

v;ere c o n v e r t e d t o one man o p e r a t i o n b u t o n l y on t h o s e b u s e s f i t t e d w i t h c l o s i n g d o o r s 

and l a t e r a l l t h e RF b u s e s n o t f i t t e d w i t h c l o s i n g d o o r s w e r e e q u i p e d w i t h them t o 

a l l o w them t o be u s e d i n t h i s w a y . 

Number 537 was p u t i n t o s e r v i c e i n 1953 and r a n u n t i l i t was w i t h d r a w n f r o m s e r v i c e 

i n 1977. E a r l i e r t h i s y e a r i t f o u n d a f i n a l r e s t i n g p i a c e a t t h e new London T r a n s p o r t 

Museum a t C o v e n t G a r d e n . 

T h e E d i t o r i s g r a t e f u l f o r a l l t h e a s s i s t a n c e g i v e n i n t h e c o m p i l a t i o n and p r e p a r a t i o n 

o f t h i s s u p p l e m e n t by P i e r s C o n n o r , Desmond C r o o m e , Bob G r e e n a w a y , F r e d I v e y and 

members o f t h e LT Museum s t a f f who a l l o w e d us a c c e s s p r i o r t o o p e n i n g . 

L E T T E R S TO THE E D ITOR 

S i r , 

L o n d on T r a n s p o r t a p p e a r s t o h a v e made h i s t o r y - w i t h a f i r s t . T o my k n o w l e d g e t h e y 

a r e t h e f i r s t body i n t h e w o r l d who r e q u i r e an e n t r a n c e f e e t o t h e i r r e t a i l p r e m i s e s 

a n d I h a v e t r a v e l l e d t o m o s t c o u n t r i e s i n t h e w o r l d . 

On Monday 31st M a r c h I98O, I w e n t t o C o v e n t G a r d e n d u r i n g my l u n c h b r e a k t o v i s i t t h e 

new LT s h o p t o s e e w h a t may be on o f f e r f o r s a l e . T o my u t t e r a m a z e m e n t , i was 

i n f o r m e d t h a t I c o u l d n o t go i n u n l e s s I p u r c h a s e d a t i c k e t t o e n t e r t h e museum, a s 

t h e s h o p i s w i t h i n t h e museum. I c e r t a i n l y was n o t g o i n g t o pay £ ! . 4 0 t o h a v e a l o o k 

r o u n d a s h o p on t h e o f f - c h a n c e I m i g h t buy s o m e t h i n g . As i t was my l u n c h h o u r , I do 

n o t h a v e e n o u g h t i m e t o l o o k a r o u n d t h e museum t o g e t my money's w o r t h b e f o r e e n t e r i n g 

t h e s h o p . 

When t h e o l d p o s t e r s h o p was I n G r i f f i t h House I was a b l e t o v i s i t t h e r e a t r e g u l a r 

i n t e v a l s t o s e e i f a n y new i t e m s w e r e on s a l e w h i c h w e r e n o t a d v e r t i s e d I n t h e 

c a t a l o g u e . On o c c a s i o n s , I f o u n d a number o f i t e m s . T h e r e was a l s o a number o f t h i n g s 

on s a l e a t G r i f f i t h H o use w h i c h w e r e n o t a v a i l a b l e a t 55 B r o a d w a y , b e c a u s e o f t h e 

l i m i t e d s p a c e t o k e e p s t o c k a t t h e l a t t e r p l a c e . 

Does t h i s now mean t h a t t h e e n t h u s i a s t o f London T r a n s p o r t and i t s r a i l w a y s and bus 

s y s t e m s i s u n a b l e t o s e e a l i t h a t LT h a v e t o o f f e r f o r s a f e u n l e s s £ 1.40 I s p a i d 

f i r s t ? A r e a l l t h e p h o t o g r a p h s ( a c o l l e c t i o n f o r s a l e w h i c h LT a r e s o prr>ud t o 

a d v e r t i s e ) , t h e G e n e r a l A r r a n g e m e n t d r a w i n g s and o t h e r s o f t r a i n s and o t h e r v e h i c l e s 

a nd t h e ' i n - h o u s e ' i t e m s s u c h a s i n f o r m a t i o n p o s t e r s and l i n e d i a g r a m s no l o n g e r 

a v a i l a b l e t o u s ? I hope t h a t somebody i s a b l e t o s a y t h a t t h i s I s n o t s o , b u t 

w h e r e v e r t h e y a r e t o be i n f u t u r e , s u r e l y we w i l l n o t h a v e t o pay a n a d d i t i o n a l £ 1 . 4 0 

on w h a t I s b e i n g p u r c h a s e d . 

Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y , 

L o u i s A. B a r t r i p 

H a r r o w , M i d d l e s e x , 3 . A p r i l 193o, 
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S i r , 

H a v i n g j u s t s p e n t £ 1 . 4 0 f o r a d m i s s i o n t o t i i e new L T l^useum a t C o v e n t G a r d e n , I f e e l 

i t i s w o r t i i p u t t i n g pen t o p a p e r t o comment on London T r a n s p o r t ' s s i i o w p i e e e . 

S h o w p i e c e i t c e r t a i n l y i s , a n d t h e s t a f f o f t h e Museum s h o u l d be c o n g r a t u l a t e d and 

f e e l j u s t i f i a b l y p r o u d o f t h e i r e f f o r t s i n m a k i n g t h e b e s t o f a s u p e r b b u i l d i n g . 

I t i s p l e a s i n g t o s e e t h a t t h e r o a d v e h i c l e s a r e n o t a r r a n g e d i n s t r a i g h t r o w s -

b e i n g f o r m e d i n t o a s e m i - c i r c l e a l l o w s maximum s t u d y and o b s e r v a t i o n . A l t h o u g h i t 

h a s been n e c e s s a r y t o p l a c e m-jst o f t h e r a i l v e h i c l e s on a b u i l t - u p ' t a b l e ' t h i s 

a d d s c o n s i d e r a b l y t o t h e i n t e r e s t a s one c a n s t u d y c l o s e l y t h e u n d e r n e a t h o f t h o s e 

v e h i c l e s . 

S e v e r a l u n e x p e c t e d a t t r a c t i o n s i n c l u d e t h e w r o u g h t - i r c n a r c h f r o m H i g h S t r e e t 

K e n s i n g t o n s t a t i o n , a t y p i c a l LT s e a t f r o m H a m m e r s m i t h s t a t i o n , i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e 

s t a t i o n name a s p a r t o f t h e s t r u c t u r e , and t h e o l d t y p e o f D i s t r i c t R a i l w a y t r a i n 

d e s c r i b e r - e n a m e l p l a t e s w i t h i l l u m i n a t i n g a r r o w s . 

F o und a l l t h e way a r o u n d t h e Museum w a l l s a r e p i c t o r i a l d i s p l a y s o f t r a n s p o r t t h e m e s 

i n L o n d o n , B e i n g w e l l d i s p l a y e d , one c o u l d s p e n d a w h o l e d a y j u s t s t u d y i n g t h e s e . 

A l l i n a l l , I t h i n k t h e LT Museum a r e p e r f e c t l y j u s t i f i e d i n c h a r g i n g £ 1 . 4 0 . 

W h e t h e r h a l f an h o u r , o r a w h o l e d a y i s s p e n t , i t i s c e r t a i n l y v a l u e f o r money. 

E v e n t h e o n l o o k e r who v i s i t s t h e Museum w i l l b e , I f e e l , f a s c i n a t e d and i n f o r m e d . 

Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y , 

R.B, J a m e s , 

E p p i n g , E s s e x . 6 , 4 . 3 0 . 

U n d e r g r o u n d News i s p u b l i s h e d by t h e London U n d e r g r o u n d R a i l w a y S o c i e t y , C o r r e s p o n d e n c e 

s h o u l d be a d d r e s s e d t o t h e E d i t o r , 1 3 , C a s t l e t o n R o a d , E a s t c o t e , R u i s l i p , M i d d x . 

C o r r e s p o n d e n t s a r e r e q u e s t e d t o e n c l o s e a s t a m p e d a d d r e s s e d e n v e l o p e i f a r e p l y i s 

r e q u i r e d . O p i n i o n s e x p r e s s e d a r e t h o s e o f c o n t r i b u t o r s and n o t n e c e s s a r i l y e n d o r s e d 

by T L . U . R . S . ( C ) T h e c o n t e n t s a r e c o p y r i g h t . 

OPPOSITE PAGE 
TOP LEFT: 1938 Tube S t o c k c a r I I I 8 2 a t E u i s l i p on 1 5 . 9 . 1 9 7 9 p r i o r to i t s j o u r n e y 

to the L, T. Museum a t Covent Garden t h a t e v e n i n g , ( B . R. Hardy) 
TOP RIGHT: E 1 tram 1025 on i t s low l o a d e r a t Syon P a r k on 2 1 . 7 . 1 9 7 9 . 

UPPER LEFT: M e t r o p o l i t a n E l e c t r i c Locomotive No. 5 ''John Hampden'' a t Covent 
Garden bei n g made ready f o r i t s movement o f f the l o r r y i n t o the 'Covered rfay' 
i n the e a r l y hours of 2 3 . 9 . 1 9 7 9 . 

UPPER RIGHT: Met. E l y No. 23 g e n t l y being run i n t o the museum e a r l y on 2 6 , 9 . 1 9 7 9 . 

LOWER LEFT: The 'Feltham' tram No. 335 under p r o t e c t i v e polythene s h e e t i n g i n 
the e a r l y hours of 22 . 7 . 1 9 7 9 . 

LOWER RIGHT: Ex West Ham C o r p o r a t i o n tram no, 290 i n p l a c e e a r l y on 2 2 . 7 . 1 9 7 9 
a v / a i t i n g the a r r i v a l of the E1 tram up the ramp shown i n the foreground, 

BOTTOM LEFT: T r o l l e y b u s No. 1, RT ^825 and GTL 469 i n p l a c e on the day of the 
P r e s s p r e v i e w , 2 4 . 3 . 1 9 8 0 . 

BOTTOM RIGHT: P a r t o f the new l i f t e x h i b i t shows a t y p i c a l d e c o r a t i v e g r i l l e from 
above a l i f t e n t r a n c e , and a w a l l mounted s t a t i o n c l o c k , 

HACK COVEE 
TOP LEFT : R e p l i c a of the 1829 S h i l l i b e e r 'Omnibus' i n the museum, 2 4 . 3 . 1 9 8 0 , 

TOP RIGHT: NS 1995 and K 424 i n the museum n e x t to tram 2 9 0 , 2 4 . 3 . 1 9 8 0 , 

MIDDLE LEFT: S i g n a l fram.G and diagram w i t h t r a i n d e s c r i b e r a p p a r a t u s , 2 4 . 3 . 1 9 8 0 . 

MIDDLE RIGHT: Hand p a i n t e d Met. R l y . coat o f arms on coach 400, 2 4 . 3 . 1 9 8 0 , 

LOWER LEFT: Cab end from 1938 tube s t o c k c a r 11149, 2 4 . 3 . I 9 8 O . 
LOVJER RIGHT: Gate s t o c k end a t Acton Works I I . 5 . 1 9 6 1 a f t e r r e s t o r a t i o n . The c a r 

from which t h i s was tak e n was o r i g i n a l l y G.N.P.& B . R l y . d r i v i n g motor no. 51 
of 1909 and b u i l t i n Hungary. I n 1926 i t was renumbered by the L.E.R. to 128, 
and i n 1929 i t became b a l l a s t l o c o . no. L . 1 6 

( A l l above photographs by R, J . Greenaway except where o t h e r w i s e c r e d i t e d ) 






