
  
 

  

FROM THE PAPERS  

 
August 2006  LONDONER – (1)  The Bi l l  to  c reate  Crossra i l  i s  current ly  going through 
par l iament .   But  whi le  th is  wi l l  not  be passed before  next  year,  Crossrai l 's  backers say 
key decis ions must  be taken by the government  now to  avoid  fur ther  de lays.   Once bu i l t  
the l ine wi l l  p rovide t ranspor t  l inks  f rom thousands o f  new homes p lanned in  eas t  and 
southeast  London's  Thames Gateway areas to  jobs in  the West  End,  the C i ty  and Canary  
Wharf .   The l ine w i l l  boost  the UK's  economy by £30 b i l l ion  over  the next  60 years ,  
c reat ing up to  80,000 new jobs.  
(2)  Ken Liv ingstone has condemned a ra i l  company 's  decis ion to  s top passengers  us ing 
cheap day t i ckets  dur ing the evening peak hours .   F i rs t  Capi ta l  Connect  has res t r ic ted 
the use o f  these t i ckets  on i ts  Thamesl ink  and Great  Nor thern serv ices to  before  16.30 
or  a f ter  19.00 on northbound t ra ins  Mondays to  Fr idays.  

 
01.08.06  EVENING STANDARD –  Transpor t  for  London has named the bus serv ices wi th  
the largest  number o f  code red cal l s  f rom dr ivers .   The wors t  routes are  dominated by 
bendy buses,  the 18 metre  ar t i cu la ted veh ic les  in famous for  fare  evasion.   Prob lems 
range f rom kn i fe  or  gun a t tacks to  verba l  abuse.   The most  dangerous routes,  wi th  the 
number o f  recorded inc idents  las t  year  are :  route  25 I l fo rd  to  Oxford  C i rcus (471 
incidents) ,  61 Chis lehurs t  to  Bromley (458 incidents) ,  29 Wood Green to  Trafalgar  
Square (438 incidents) ,  140 Harrow Weald  to  Heathrow (399 inc idents) ,  207 Southa l l  to  
Shepherd's  Bush (376 incidents)  and 18 Sudbury  to  Euston (369 incidents) .  

 
METRO –  New cross- t rack pro jec t ion technology wi l l  see moving adver t isements  
d isplayed a t  24 Underground s ta t ions.   Oxford  C i rcus,  Bond Street ,  V ic tor ia ,  King 's  
Cross,  Piccadi l l y  C i rcus and Tot tenham Cour t  Road wi l l  be the f i rs t  in  the capi ta l  w i th  
the new d ig i ta l  screens.  
THE TIMES –  Network  Rai l 's  p lan to  borrow £3 bi l l ion  w i thout  a  taxpayers '  guarantee is  
o f fered as evidence o f  i ts  rude heal th  and operat ional  success.   The p lan is  an example 
o f  the lengths that  taxpayers  must  go to  sat is fy  Gordon Brown's  van i ty .   To the world  
outs ide the Treasury,  Network  Rai l  i s  part  o f  the UK publ ic  sector .   When min is ters  
dec ided to  pu l l  the rug f rom under  Rai l t rack,  the i r  lawyers  were set  to  work  devis ing an 
ent i ty  that  would  look l i ke  a  s ta te  corporat ion,  ac t  l i ke  a  s ta te  corporat ion but  would  not  
lega l ly  be one.   Sadly ,  th is  c reat ion could not  ra ise money on  reasonable  terms.   To 
avo id  mul t ip ly ing subs id ies  f rom taxpayers  to  make good the gap,  the Treasury  made i t  
c lear  i t  would  s tand by Nat iona l  Rai l  debt.   Ever  s ince,  Mr.  Brown has resis ted logic  and 
re l ied on the technica l i t ies  the lawyers  dra f ted to  keep th is  debt  o f f  the nat ion 's  balance 
sheet .   He cannot  do so indef in i te ly ,  so  Nat iona l  Rai l  has to  re ly  on i ts  own credi t .  

 



02.08.06  EVENING STANDARD – (1)  The four th  span of  Paddington main l ine s ta t ion 
has been saved f rom demol i t ion fo l low ing a  campaign by  her i tage groups.   The 
demol i t ion plan had been backed by Engl ish  Her i tage and approved by Westminster  
counci l ,  even though Paddington ’s  spans are  a l l  Grade- I  l is ted.   Span Four ,  which covers  
p la t forms 9 to  12,  i s  an Edward ian add i t ion to  Brunel ’s  s t ruc ture ,  but  has been h idden by 
scaf fo ld ing for  13 years .  
(2)  F i rs t  Capi ta l  Connect  sparked a  row today over  commuter  safe ty  a f ter  re fus ing to  
po l ice  i ts  s ta t ions la te  a t  n ight ,  saying i t  would  cost  too much,  desp i te  spending £52 
mi l l ion  on safe ty  improvements .   The dec is ion means that  63 out  o f  78 s ta t ions on the 
company 's  network  w i l l  be wi thout  s ta f f  in  the la te  even ings.   Ins tead most  o f  i ts  safe ty  
budget   w i l l  be spent on CCTV. 
03.08.06  THE TIMES –  Jacques-Henr i  Dav id ,  the cha i rman of  Eurotunnel ,  las t  n ight  
expressed opt imism that  the group would s tave o f f  bankruptcy a f ter  a  French cour t  
granted i t  p ro tect ion f rom i ts  c red i tors  for  a t  least  s ix  months.   Bondholders ,  who turned 
down an in i t ia l  rescue package las t  month,  sa id  they were now c loser  to  an agreement  
over  the company 's  £6.2  b i l l i on  debt  mounta in .  

 
07.08.06  EAST END LIFE – (1)  Work has begun on the re furb ishment  o f  Bethnal  Green 
Underground s ta t ion.  The her i tage features o f  wal l  t i l ing  throughout  the s ta t ion wi l l  be 
main ta ined.   In  consu l ta t ion wi th  Engl ish  Heri tage and LU,  Metronet  w i l l  rep lace the 
ex is t ing t i les  w i th  new repl icas.   The projec t  a lso invo lves new l ight ing,  help  poin ts  and 
CCTV. 
(2)  Docklands Light  Rai lway has announced a £1 mi l l ion  re furb ishment  programme, 
funded by Transpor t  for  London.   A f ter  deep-c leaning and the removal  o f  d isused 
equipment ,  the arches w i l l  be re -model led to  prov ide s impl i f ied entry  and exi t .   S ignage,  
pav ing and l ight ing w i l l  a lso be improved.  

 
EVENING STANDARD –  Ken L iv ingstone faced a  cal l  today to  rev iew the sale  o f  a  
London bus f ranchise that  w i l l  net  the current  operator  a  £120 mi l l ion  pro f i t .   Oppos i t ion 
par t ies  say the dea l  should  not  go ahead w i thout  some benef i t  fo r  taxpayers ,  who 
subsid ise the pro f i tab le  routes  They want  T fL  to  e i ther  b lock the sa le  by  Stagecoach or  
ensure some of  the pro f i ts  are  c lawed back.   The company wants  to  se l l  the f ranch ise,  
which operates 1 ,300 buses and employs 4 ,300 s ta f f ,  to  Austra l ia 's  Macquar ie  Bank for  
£263 mi l l ion .   The routes,  most ly  in  east  and south-east  London,  are  wor th  about  £18 
mi l l ion  a  year .  

 
08.08.06  THE TIMES –  An ent i re  s teelworks is  be ing moved out  o f  Be i j ing .   Three new 
underground l ines and an a i rpor t  are  be ing bu i l t .   Mi l l ions o f  the capi ta l ’s  res idents  are  
be ing taught  Engl ish,  good manners  and not  to  sp i t .   In  2008 Bei j ing w i l l  open China 's  
f i rs t  Olympic  games on what  numero log ists  ho ld  to  be the most  ausp ic ious moment  o f  the 
year :  8pm on the e ighth  day o f  the e ighth month.  

 



09.08.06  EVENING STANDARD –  London is  named today as the most  expens ive c i ty  in  
the world  in  which to l i ve ,  according to  a  repor t  f rom UBS.  The cap i ta l  has the h ighest  
l i v ing expenses and t rave l  costs ,  and charges tour is ts  more money to  v is i t  than 
anywhere e lse.  

 
THE TIMES –  L ike the V ic tor ian bu i lders  o f  the Underground,  Wi l l iam Lyt t le  loves the 
sof t  London c lay .   For  the past  40 years  the now 75-year-old  eccentr ic  re t i red elec tr i cal  
engineer  has been tunnel l ing under  h is  dere l ic t  home on the Is l ington -Hackney border ,  
upset t ing the neighbours  and thei r  foundat ions.   Most  people  expand outwards or  
upwards -  he went  downwards,  through the c lay  and in to  the underly ing water -bear ing 
gravel .   Concerned for  years  a t  h is  t roglodyt ic  ac t iv i t ies ,  Hackney counci l  has f inal l y  won 
a cour t  order  to  ev ic t  h im temporar i l y  f rom h is  now roof less home so that  i t  can carry  out  
£100,000 o f  emergency repai rs .   Counc i l  engineers  to ld  Thames Magis t ra tes ’  Court  las t  
week that  the tunnels  cou ld  ex tend as much as 60 feet  beyond h is  basement .   I t  i s  
be l ieved that  Mr .  Ly t t le  had inher i ted the four -s torey,  twenty- room house,  which in  good 
condi t ion could  be wor th  £1 mi l l ion ,  f rom h is  parents  about  40 years  ago.   The Counc i l  
in tends to  b i l l  Mr .  Lyt t le  for  the remedia l  work .  

 
10.08.06  EVENING STANDARD – A plo t  to  cause unto ld  death  and destruc t ion by 
b lowing up 10 passenger  je ts  s imul taneous ly  in  mid -a i r  was fo i led today,  sa id  Scot land 
Yard.   Restr ic t ions were imposed at  a i rpor ts ,  and secur i ty  t ightened on the Underground 
and at  major  ra i l  s ta t ions.  

 
11.08.06  STEAM RAILWAY –  An ins tant  s team ra i lway for  London cou ld  be in  operat ion 
by next  summer  on the soon- to-be-closed two-mi le  s tub o f  the Nor th  London Line 
between Nor th  Woolw ich and Custom House.   The proposa l  by  Tra in  o f  Events  L td . ,  best  
known for  i ts  humani tar ian aid  t ra in  f rom London to  Kosova in  1999,  env isages leasing 
the l ine,  and hi r ing locomot ives,  ro l l ing  stock and main tenance s ta f f  and would  operate  
f rom a much expanded Nor th  Woolwich Sta t ion Museum.   Remarkably  the new enterpr ise  
is  dest ined to  be a  ra i lway born to  d ie  because i t  has been des ignated as par t  o f  the 
proposed Crossrai l  scheme.  

 
14.08.06  EVENING STANDARD –  Ken Liv ingstone w i l l  spend more than £7.5  mi l l ion  a  
year  hous ing Transpor t  for  London s ta f f  in  the so -cal led Shard o f  Glass bui ld ing,  which 
w i l l  be the capi ta l ’s  ta l les t  skyscraper ,  when i t  i s  completed in  2011.   T fL  has exchanged 
contrac ts  wi th  developer  I rv ine Sel lar  to  take about  200,000 square feet  o f  the bui ld ing 
des igned by Renzo P lano.  

 
METRO –  Two specia l  t ra ins  wi l l  run next  month to  ce lebrate  the centenary  o f  the b i r th  
o f  Poet  Laureate  John Bet jeman.   The f i rst ,  on 2  September,  w i l l  run f rom Mary lebone 
through Metroland to  Quain ton Road and back w i th  a  commentary  and read ings.   For  the 



second,  on 9  September,  the s tea l -hauled Nor thern Bel le  w i l l  t rave l  f rom Paddington to  
Br is to l  wi th  lunch and Buck's  Fizz.   A  coach wi l l  take passengers  to  St .  Mary  Redcl i f fe ,  
whose church Si r  John thought  had the best  peal  o f  be l l s  in  the country ,  more read ings,  
a  cho i r ,  and d inner  on the re turn  journey.  

 
15.08.06  EVENING STANDARD – (1)  The RMT un ion warned today o f  a  breakdown of  
industr ia l  re la t ions wi th  LUL over  several  separate  disputes.   RMT leader  Bob Crow 
accused LU chie fs  o f  re turn ing to  a  regime of  fear .   There are  rows over  both  pay and 
working condi t ions.  On pay,  the union has g iven LUL unt i l  Wednesday next  week to  s top 
s ta l l ing  and make an acceptab le  o f fer .   Otherwise said  Mr.  Crow there would  be a  s t r i ke  
ba l lo t  among a l l  the un ion 's  6 ,500 Underground members .   The union is  fur ious that  that  
LUL has o f fered pay increases which,  i t  says,  are  below those be ing pa id  by  pr iva te  
sector  companies ma in ta in ing the network.   There is  a lso row wi th  LUL want ing a  four -
year  pay deal ,  to  s top the 2012 Olympics  be ing held  hostage  by the un ions.   In  another  
d ispute  RMT dr ivers  on the Jubi lee Line are  to  be ba l lo ted over  the a l leged sacking o f  a  
co l league who was dismissed a f ter  passing a  s ignal  a t  red,  h is  f i rs t  such o f fence.   In  
another  incident ,  Mr .  Crow sa id ,  a  un ion branch secretary  had been put  on a  gross 
d iscip l inary  charge for  a  minor  inc ident  whi le  dr iv ing an empty  t ra in .   The th i rd  d ispute  
involves s ta t ion s ta f f  in  the Canary  Wharf  area,  where gay members  were said  to  have 
been rout inely  d iscr iminated aga inst .  
(2)  Greenpeace,  the env i ronmenta l  campaign organisat ion,  has pub l ished t imetab les  
reveal ing when t ra ins  carry ing nuclear  waste  are  pass ing through London.   The t ra ins  
carry  waste  fue l  f rom n ine nuc lear  power s ta t ions around the country  to  the Sel la f ie ld  
s torage faci l i ty  in  Cumbr ia .   Ken L iv ingstone is  so concerned about  the dangers  these 
t ra ins  may pose that  the Greater  London Author i ty  i s  conduct ing a  safe ty  review.  

 
16.08.06  EVENING STANDARD – Fare evas ion on bendy buses is  soar ing,  according to  
f igures re leased by Transpor t  for  London.   On route  25 between Oxford Ci rcus and I l fo rd ,  
11.9  per  cent  o f  passengers  were found to  have inval id  or  no t i ckets .  
METRO –  Improvement  works to  the nor thern sect ion o f  the Metropo l i tan Line wi l l  begin  
th is  weekend.   Some of  the o ldes t  t rack on the network  between Amersham and Moor  
Park  w i l l  be rep laced a t  16 separate  s i tes,  resu l t ing in  fas ter  and more re l iab le  journeys.  

 
17.08.06  EVENING STANDARD – Mul t ip lex ,  the Austra l ian construc t ion and proper ty  
company,  repor ted a  157 per  cent  increase in  annual  net  pro f i t  yesterday despi te  heavy 
losses on the much-de layed Wembley Stad ium pro jec t .   Mul t ip lex  is  handing over  
respons ib i l i ty  for  the complet ion o f  the Whi te  Ci ty  deve lopment  to  fe l low Austra l ian group 
West f ie ld .  

 
18.08.06  EVENING STANDARD –  Transpor t  for  London has been cr i t i c ised by Tory  
London Assembly  members  for  spending £78 mi l l ion  o f  pub l ic  money on adver t i s ing when 



commuters  are  fac ing fur ther  r i ses in  fares.  

 
19.08.06  THE TIMES – (1)  Metronet ,  the pr iva te  contrac tor  that  main ta ins  two- th i rds  o f  
the LU network ,  is  invest ing £80 mi l l ion  in  t rack- laying equipment  that  w i l l  a l low i t  to  
double  the number o f  new t racks i t  lays .   New heavy-duty  engineer ing locomot ives,  
which are  be ing tes ted in  Amersham on the Metropol i tan L ine,  w i l l  enable  Metronet  to  
renew up to  a  k i lometre  o f  t rack each weekend.  
(2)  The t ra in  operator  Great  Nor th  Eastern  Rai lway wi l l  not  appeal  against  a  H igh Cour t  
ru l ing that  the Rai l  Regula tor  was r ight  to  a l low increased compet i t ion on the East  Coast  
route  f rom i ts  r i va l .   Great  Central  t ra ins  w i th  serv ices between London and Sunder land.  

 
21.08.06  EVENING STANDARD –  Bob Ki ley ,  who jo ined Transpor t  for  London on a  four -
year  deal  as  t ranspor t  commiss ioner  in  2001,  wi l l  ton ight  use an hour - long te levis ion 
Channel  4  D ispatches programme to  lay  bare h is  sense o f  f rus t ra t ion wi th  Chancel lor  
Gordon Brown.   The man who was paid  £2.4  mi l l ion  over  four  years  to  sor t  out  the 
cap i ta l ’s  sys tem expresses disbe l ie f  a t  fa i lu res to  tackle  the country ’s  pub l ic  t ranspor t  
n ightmare.   Even the long-suf fer ing commuter  comes in  for  c r i t i c ism.  Mr .  K i ley  says:  
“What  amazes me is  how you Br i t i sh  put  up w i th  th is .   You seem to  have got  used to  
be ing herded l i ke  cat t le ” .  

 
22.08.06  EVENING STANDARD – A BBC2 documentary ,  Seven Man-Made Wonders  o f  
London,  to  be screened next  month w i l l  feature  engineer ing landmarks,  bu i l t  before  1900 
and voted by BBC London l i s teners  as  wondrous.   F i rs t  p lace goes to  St .  Paul 's  
Cathedral ,  second the remains o f  London 's  Roman wal ls ,  th i rd  was Regent ’s  Park  and  
four th  the Metropo l i tan L ine.  
METRO –  Exact ly  150 years  ago today,  what  i s  now a sect ion o f  the Central  L ine 
between Leyton and Loughton opened in  1856.   Or ig inal ly  part  o f  the Eastern  Count ies  
Rai lway,  i t  became par t  o f  the Centra l  L ine in  1947.   Most  o f  the s ta t ions s t i l l  re ta in  
some of  the i r  or ig inal  her i tage features.   The ann iversary  o f  Leyton,  Leytonstone,  
Snaresbrook,  South Woodford,  Woodford,  Buckhurs t  Hi l l  and Loughton s ta t ions was 
marked on Saturday, w i th  LU s ta f f  dress ing in  per iod costume to  we lcome passengers .  

 
24.08.06  METRO –  Mus ic ian Chr is  S ing le ton is  hop ing his  new a lbum, Twis ted C i ty ,  w i l l  
be more than an underground h i t .   I t  represents  a  journey through London,  wi th  each 
song s igni fy ing a  s top on the Underground.   In  f i t t ing  s ty le ,  Dubl iner  Chris  launched the 
a lbum yesterday wi th per formances a t  Le icester  Square,  London Br idge and Bank 
s ta t ions.   The CD is  due for  re lease on 19 September.  

 
THE TIMES –  More than £1 bi l l ion  has been spent  on t ransport  pro jec ts  that  have been 
cancel led or  de layed,  leav ing roads and ra i lways s t rugg l ing to cope wi th  huge growth in  
t ra f f i c .   The most  expensive s ing le  scheme on the l i s t  o f  s ta l led projec ts  i s  Crossra i l ,  



which has cost  £254 mi l l ion  s ince 2001.   The government  has yet  to  commi t  i tse l f  to  fund 
the £16 bi l l ion  project  and o f f i c ia ls  admi t  that ,  even i f  i t  goes ahead,  i t  i s  unl i ke ly  to  be 
ready before  2020.   A lmost  £300 mi l l ion  has been spent  prepar ing for  t ram schemes in  
Por tsmouth,  Leeds,  L iverpool  and Manchester  (Phase I I I )  that  have ei ther  been 
cancel led or  great ly  reduced in  scope.   The Thamesl ink  2000 pro jec t  to  upgrade the 
nor th-south  ra i l  route  across the cap i ta l  was due to  open s ix  years  ago –  more than £80 
mi l l ion  has been spent  on preparatory  work  a t  S t .  Pancras.   Another  poss ib le  whi te  
e lephant  i s  S tra t ford In ternat ional  s ta t ion,  which cost  £210 mi l l ion ,  but  might  never be 
used by Eurostar .  

 
25.08.06  EVENING STANDARD –  A  London to  Peterborough t ra in ,  packed wi th  700 rush 
hour  commuters  sp l i t  in  two las t  n ight  as  the coupl ing l ink ing the two four-car  un i ts 
fa i led.   The dr iver  used the emergency brakes to  hal t  the f ront  sect ion,  whi le  the rear  
four  cars  were le f t  s t randed down the t rack.   A l though some passengers  were bad ly 
shaken,  no one was in jured.   A f ter  a  de lay  o f  more than an hour  the two  sect ions were 
towed separate ly  to  the nearest  s ta t ion.  

 
THE TIMES –  John La ing,  the construc t ion group and ra i lway operator ,  could  be forced 
to  wai t  unt i l  next  year  for  fu l l  compensat ion f rom Tesco a f ter  the tunnel  col lapse on 
Chi l te rn  Rai lways.   Adr ian Ewer,  ch ie f  execut ive  o f  John La ing,  sa id  the company was 
seeking a  s ign i f icant sum, thought  to  be up to  £30 mi l l ion ,  f rom Tesco,  in  arbi t ra t ion.  

 
29.08.06  EVENING STANDARD –  A  s t r ike  cr ippled a l l  main l ine serv ices in  and out  o f  
Water loo th is  morn ing.   250 t ra ins  ran out  o f  1 ,700 and commuters  were warned to  
expect  the same th is  even ing.   ASLEF and RMT un ions ordered the 24-hour  s toppage in  
what  they say is  a  row about  safe ty  wi th  South West  Trains .  

 
THE TIMES – (1)  Secur i ty  scanners  which were set  up a t  Baker  Street ,  Br ix ton and 
K ing ’s  Cross to  check for  drugs and weapons helped to  keep troub le  a t  the Not t ing H i l l  
carn iva l  to  a  min imum yesterday.   Po l ice  sa id  the two-day event  was “ la rgely  t rouble-
f ree” w i th  144 arres ts .  
(2)  A  plan to  bu i ld  a  200mph Nor th -South ra i l  l i ne  is  expected to  be abandoned because 
the Government 's  ch ie f  t ranspor t  adv isor  has conc luded i t  would  be too expens ive and 
de l iver  too few benef i ts .   S i r  Roy Eddington has spent  more than a  year  s tudy ing the 
long- term needs o f  Br i ta in ’s  t ranspor t  system and has decided that  investment  in  ra i l  
should  be focused on more modest  schemes l ink ing c i t ies  such as L iverpoo l ,  Manchester  
and Leeds.   Si r  Roy is  a  former ch ie f  execut ive  o f  Br i t i sh  A i rways,  and h is  conc lus ion 
w i l l  p rompt  accusat ions that  he is  favour ing a i r l ines,  which would  be the main  losers  i f  a  
new rai l  l ine  halved the London to  Ed inburgh journey t ime to  jus t  over  two hours .  

 
30.08.06  EVENING STANDARD – (1)  Wri t ing in  the la tes t  i ssue o f  Metronet ’s  s ta f f  



magazine,  ch ie f  execut ive  Andrew Leza la  says he and the company have suf fered f lak  
because they are  innovators  o f  wor ld -scale  pro jec ts  who are cha l leng ing the s ta tus quo.  
 He said  i t  reminded h im of  Isambard K ingdom Brunel  who le f t  h is  mark  impr in ted on our  
l i ves in  numerous ways.   Metronet ,  wh ich is  charg ing the taxpayer  about  £20 b i l l ion for  
i ts  30-year  re furb ishment  contrac t ,  has been at tacked by Ken L iv ingstone as “ the 
consor t ium of  your  n ightmares” a f ter  a  ser ies  o f  major  fa i lu res.  
(2)  Oyster  Cards are to  go sa le  abroad in a  b id  to  boost  tour ism.   V is i tors  f rom overseas 
w i l l  be able  purchase them before  set t ing out  for  the UK, in i t ia l ly  in  India ,  Hong Kong,  
S ingapore,  Spain ,  Por tuga l  and the US.  

 
31.08.06  CAMDEN NEW JOURNAL –  Is l ington counc i l lo r  Wal ly  Burgess,  a f ter  hol iday ing 
in  Singapore where cab le  cars  are  a  popular  form of  t ranspor t ,  has proposed such a  
system a long the Hol loway Road f rom Highbury  & Is l ington to  Archway.   Possib le  stops 
cou ld  inc lude Nags Head and Hol loway Road s ta t ion.   I f  the cab le  cars  proved successful  
they could  be extended nor th  to  Highgate.  

 
EPPING FOREST GUARDIAN –  Rai lway enthusias ts  are  prepar ing for  a  p lann ing bat t le  
w i th  the owner  o f  the Epping-Ongar  Rai lway and i ts  p lans to  bu i ld  hous ing on par t  o f  the 
Ongar  s ta t ion s i te .   Ongar  Rai lway Preservat ion Socie ty  cha i rman John Glover  has 
re i tera ted the soc ie ty ’s  a im to  safeguard the l ine ’s  fu ture  and,  speaking a t  the soc ie ty 's  
AGM, conf i rmed the soc ie ty  had ob jec ted to  Epping -Ongar  Rai lway L td ’s  p lanning 
appl ica t ion.   The company has submi t ted  p lans to  Epping Forest  D is t r i c t  Counci l  fo r  
res ident ia l  development  on par t  o f  the former goods yard a t  Ongar .   The soc ie ty  i s  
opposed because of  the adverse e f fec t  th is  would  have on the l ine ’s  v iab i l i ty  as  an 
operat ional  ra i lway.  

 
EVENING STANDARD –  The showcase pro jec t  to  re furbish the Water loo & Ci ty  l ine 
faced f resh delays today,  ra is ing quest ions over  Underground renewal  f i rm Metronet .  
 The f i ve-month shutdown of  the mi le -and-a-ha l f  had been due to  end tomorrow,  but  the 
company admi t ted i t  would  be a t  least  a t  least  10 days la te .  

THE TIMES –  The nat ional  ra i l  network  has become a bat t leground for  increasingly  v io le t  
f ights  between footba l l  hool igans,  according to  Ian Johnston,  Chie f  Constable  o f  the 
Br i t ish  Transpor t  Po l ice ,  in  h is  force's  annual  repor t .   He says that  the number o f  
inc idents  is  not  increas ing but  the i r  ser iousness is  a  concern.  

  
 

 


